THE NAME ABOVE EVERY NAME
SERIES: THE SUPREMACY OF THE SON

By Steve Zeidler

The neighboring communities around us are now making cable televison lines avallable to our citizenry which are capable
of sending scores of channelsinto our televisons. As aresult, numerous televison sations will now be taking advantage of
these channdlsto vie for our attention. Every one of them will seek to influence our thinking.

At the same time, computers are spinning away someplace with our names and addresses, targeting us for direct mail to
influence us paliticaly or to urge us to buy something. Sophiticated technology is being amed at every one of usto make
us ligen, and to persuade us of various ideas. There will dways be arivary for our thinking as various fleshly and worldly
organizations and individuals seek to win our minds and hearts.

Among therivas for your attention is Jesus Chrigt. The book of Hebrews opens with athundering beginning: God has
spoken to man. God himself, the Master and Creator of everything and the one to whom we owe our very breath, has
reached out and taken the initiative to speak to us through the prophets and by various means. Supremely, he has spoken
to usin Chrigt. Jesus Chrigt isthe gpeech of God that we might know what heis like. Through him we can understand the
cregtion, the glory and the exact nature of God, and the forgiveness of our Sins.

God spoketo usin Chrigt. Yet that gpeech will dways haveits rivals. What God wants us to hear and know must aways
compete with other messages. The book of Hebrews presents a series of arguments for the superiority of Christ over
variousrivas. The contemporaries of the author of Hebrews had problems listening to Jesus just as we do today. They
tended to have their atention siphoned off in other directions, being pressured, tempted and frightened into listening to
other voices and serving other magters.

Thus, the wisdom of the writer of this book is shared with usto help us put Jesus back in the center so that the Word of
God is once again supremely the one to whom we listen. What the Lord says about life and eternity and about what is
important is what we must hear.

Angds are thefirg dternative to Christ mentioned in Hebrews. Though this subject may seem unimportant to usin the
modern world, first century believers had a well-devel oped theology of angels. Particularly people coming to Christ from a
Jewish heritage had a strong sense of the presence of angels. In fact, they were convinced that the Law had been mediated
to people from God through angels. The law of Moses and indeed dl of the Pentateuch was bdieved to have come from
God by means of the angels.

Thus, they were aware of these invisible, spiritual beings and saw them as powerful and important. They knew that there
were two camps, those who served God and those who rebelled against him. And they knew that these beings affected the
affairs of nations and of individuas, being capable of doing the unpredictable. Knowing dl of this, these people began to
pay an inordinate amount of atention to the angels. Thus, the rivary involved whether they would listen to Jesus Chrigt or
listen to these other mgestic beings.
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We will make some connections between awareness of angels and our own lives before we are done, but first look at this
argument as it is presented. This exposition focuses on some wonderful truth about Jesus. First, the writer tells us that Jesus
is superior to the angel's because he has a superior name. Second, he has a superior destiny. For these two reasons, we
ought to listen to Chrigt rather than the invisible creatures of power and might, the angels.

Hebrews 1:4, talking about Jesus, ends the long introductory sentence of the book:

...having become as much better than the angels, as He hasinherited a more excellent name than
they. For to which of the angelsdid He ever say,
“YOU ARE MY SON,
TODAY | HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU?”
And again,
“I WILL BE AFATHER TO HIM AND
HE SHALL BEA SONTO ME?”
And when He again bringsthe firstborn into the world, He says,
“AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM.”
And of the angels He says,
“WHO MAKESHISANGELSWINDS,
AND HISMINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE.” (Hebrews 1:4-7)

Jesus is gregater than the angel's because he has a superior name. His name is Son--Son of his Father in heaven, Son of
God. The angels are meredly cdled servants (“minigters,” Heb. 1:7), those sent on the errands of God.

Mot of usdo not view names with the same seriousness and depth as the people did in Biblica times. Someone has noted
that we would dmost do as well to number our children as to name them. When | was growing up, my sister who did not
have amiddle name fdt it was her duty to give hersdf one. Almost every month she would change it, depending upon
which actress was in the ascendancy or which friend. Y ou could usudly tell who her best friend was by the middle name
she had that month. But she enjoyed playing with her name.

In Biblica times and among the Hebrew people especidly, naming was not playful, but rather an important undertaking. It
was away of identifying the person, summarizing his character and saying something sgnificant about him. Thisiswhy the
changing of names throughout Scripture should grab our attention. When Jesus changed Simon’ s name to Peter, he was
making a sgnificant statement about how he wanted to use Peter. He said, “Upon thisrock (Peter), | will build my church.”

Does it matter what a person’s name is? It certainly did to these people. Thus, the writer of Hebrews emphasizes, “ Jesus
has a superior name to the angdls. His name is Son. Ther name is servant.” He adso gives us some helpful factsin his
quotations from the Old Testament. The argument being advanced is skillfully supported by these verses, using the authority
of Scripture to vaidate his point.

In Hebrews 1.5, God addresses Jesus, “Thou art My Son. Thisday | have begotten Thee” Thereisareationship of father
to son that exists between these two because Jesus was begotten of the Father. That same relationship exists between
every father and son. There are fathers today who have never seen their children, who do not even know anything about
them, yet they remain fathers to those children because they have begotten them. And God said of his Son, “Y ou are from
me, begotten of me. Therefore, you are my son.”
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But God further adds, “1 will be a Father to Him, and He shdl be a Son to Me.” Not only did God acknowledge formally
that he was Jesus' father, he chose to act like his father. Thus, we hear the voice of God the heavenly Father saying, “I will
carefor my son. | will be afather to him and he will grow up asa son to me. | will listen to him and communicate my heart
to him. I will teach him and provide for him throughout life” One of the greet crises of our day isthe dearth of hedthy
fathering. Thereisa sad loss of the role of the father in the family. Children are growing up without learning of themsdvesin
the shadow of astrong and loving father figure. But God the Father said Jesus was not only his son because he was
begotten of him, he dso said he would be a father to him. To which of the angels did God ever say that?

| have afriend who works in asmall family business. Heis good at what he does, and he works alongside another young
man who works just as hard. But there is no question about the destiny of the two, for the other young man is the son of the
owner. Thus, one will be aservant dl of hislife, and one will become president of the company. My friend's rdationship to
his bossis that of aworker, but the son stands to inherit the company and is being groomed for its presdency precisely
because he is the son. He has a greater name as far as the future of that company is concerned.

Jesus nameis Son. The angds are servants. They are temporary in their impact. In fact, they are described as “winds’ and
“flames of fire.” Winds can be powerful at times, but they pass by and are gone. They do not last forever. Hickering flames
can aso be powerful, but they too are transent. Remember the western folk song: “Way out here they got aname for rain
and wind and fire... They cdl thewind Maria” We have no difficulty giving names and persondity to these trangent forces
of nature. But they are not the same as the Son of God. He has a greater name than they. Therefore, we should pay more
attention to him.

Secondly, beginning in verse 8 of chapter 1, we hear of the greater destiny of the Son. Not only is his name gregter, his
degtiny is gresater:

But of the Son He says,
“THY THRONE, O GOD, ISFOREVER AND EVER,

[In this quote Jesus is being addressed as God.]
AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER ISTHE SCEPTER
OF HISKINGDOM.
THOU HAST LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS
AND HATED LAWLESSNESS,
THEREFORE GOD, THY GOD, HATH ANOINTED THEE
WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE
THY COMPANIONS.”

And,
“THOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING DIDST LAY THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH,
AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKSOF THY HANDS;
THEY WILL PERISH, BUT THOU REMAINEST;
AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD ASA GARMENT,
AND ASA MANTLE THOU WILT ROLL THEM UP;
ASA GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE CHANGED.
BUT THOU ART THE SAME,
AND THY YEARSWILL NOT COME TO AN END.”

But to which of the angels has He ever said,
“SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND,
UNTIL | MAKE THINE ENEMIES
A FOOTSTOOL FOR THY FEET”? (Hebrews 1:8-13)
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Arethey not dl minigering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit sdvation?

The destiny of the Son is to remain immutable forever, unchanging. The cosmos will grow old, and like an old garment that
isthreadbare and tattered, it will wear out. Then it will be rolled up and thrust aside to be changed for something ese. Even
the enemies of Chrigt will be placed under his feet, utterly defeated and subservient to him. The universe will wear out and
wickedness will be defeated, but the Son will be the same forever and ever. The Son to whom we should listen is superior
in his destiny because he will be the magnificent ruler a the center of everything forever.

Further, we are told that the scepter of his kingdom is righteousness. Indeed, he is praised because he has loved
righteousness and hated wickedness. Thus, we are reminded that the righteous things-—-what are true and beautiful and pure
and vauable--will last forever because he rules with arighteous scepter. But everything that is crooked and ugly will pass

avay.

Eternity, righteousness and joy (“ Therefore, God thy God hath anointed thee with the il of joy above thy companions.”)
are highlighted in this passage. What a great triumvirate! We see that our Lord will last forever, that righteousnessis
intringcally superior to wickedness, and that there will be an abundance of joy surrounding it dl. The joy of the Chrigtian
fath will last forever. Righteousness and joy will atend him asherules.

Y ou have probably experienced waking up from a nightmare and being rlieved to find that it was not true. Perhaps, you
were desperately running from some awful dragon with no possibility of escape. All the time you assumed that what you
were experiencing in the dream was red! But when you awake, you find yoursdf safe in bed, and the dream is gone.

The higtory of the cosmosis like that. There are terrible ements to the nightmare now. Crazy people with guns can wak
into post offices and irrationaly kill innocent people. Plans can be laid by men and women in authority to do destructive
things to the environment and to human beings. Nationsrise up in ugly safishness againg one another. Many things about
the current dtate of affairs are frightening and awful. The righteous scepter does not seem to be ruling at dl. Rather the
scepter of evil and wickedness ssemsto reign. But thiswill not lagt! A time will come when the garment will be rolled up
and cast asde. What lagis forever isthe Son of God &t the center, ruling joyfully and righteoudy.

Yegterday | was privileged to officiate a two weddings. What a hypocrite | would have been if | did not believe what is
sad in this passage! How could | have said that love can conquer sdfishness, that red intimacy is possible and that the risks
are worth taking? What a hypocrite | would have been if only the socid Statistics and what isvisble were true. There are
going to be tremendous pressures on both of the couples, and there are no guarantees apart from the faithfulness of God.
But we prayed and laughed, and we read the words of God. | am convinced that it is appropriate to do this because | am
convinced of the rule of Chrigt. These young people can trust their Lord to give them everything he intends for them. | did
not fed the dightest bit hypocritical while spesking of the greatness of God and of what is possible for them, for the destiny
of the universeisto be ruled forever by Chrigt with righteousness and joy.

| noted earlier that speaking about angds may sound peculiar for most of us. | dso mentioned that in the first century there
was awell-developed theology among the Jews concerning angels. In fact, they paid tremendous attention to angels.

Most Chrigtians are aware that the Bible teaches there are unseen beings crested by God who do unpredictable thingsin
the affairs of men and of nations. Not everything that happens can be predicted even if you know the psychology, sociology
and physics of the moment.
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Some of the angdls have rebelled againgt God and are horribly wicked. Some serve him faithfully and are powerfully good.
But both continue to influence men and women. And Scriptures tell us that we are not to be ignorant as to the schemes of
these unseen beings. Even so, angels are not a part of daily discusson for most of us.

And yet thereis an dmost universa regard for the unseen world among believers and non-believers dike--even if we don't
often speak or examine these things. Everybody in some part of themsalves, whether they will admit it or not, believes that
there is something out there and that what you seeis not entirdly what you get. Tough-minded scientists, many of them
without any faith a al, are some of the greetest lovers of science fiction in al the world. They are drawn to read about or
see depicted on the screen powerful dien creatures who defy the laws of physicsin performing extraordinary fests. They
are drawn to these things because they know within themsdlves that there is something out there beyond the probe of their
insruments.

Virtudly every culture that has ever existed has promoted stories of genies, leprechauns or some other peculiar entity,
which has had unpredictable persond involvement in the affairs of men. Even today, there are many people who follow the
advice of horoscopes even though they are embarrassed to admit it. When | wasin school, | knew people who dropped
LSD for enlightenment. They took chemicas into their bodies anticipating amenta experience that would enlighten them,
opening up something of theirrationd, unpredictable world.

There are men and women today who believe in the power of love and romance. In effect, they worship the ancient
goddess Venus. They see romantic love as aforce and wisdom with power to strike anyone at any time for no gpparent
reason. People worship it, hoping that some day romantic love will attend to them. They are admitting thet thereis
something out there beyond what the five senses can detect. And they are right!

Venus, leprechauns and genies may be the wrong answer, but the notion that the force could be with you and that there is
something ese out there is amost universaly held.

The Scripturestdl us that these beings exist as good and bad angels, and they deserve a certain amount of respect. Listen
to what Jude wrote about angelic mgesties in verses 8-10 of his epitle:

Y et in the same way these men, also by dreaming, defile the flesh, and reject authority, and revile angelic
majesties. But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses,
did not dare pronounce against him arailing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” But these men revile
the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals,
by these things they are destroyed.

There are persondities out there that deserve respect. | have absolutely no intention of ever playing with occult objects--
Ouija boards, tarot cards, etc. --because | believe there are dark forces that can destroy the people who invite their
attention. If the archangel Michagl would not rebuke the devil, but appedled to God for the rebuke, | am certainly not going
to imagine mysdlf sufficiently able to toy with the forces of evil. The city of Sodom was foolish indeed to treet the good
angels of God with disrespect because they invited awful judgment upon themsdves,

C.S. Lewis may have done the best job of any contemporary person in making the world of angels sensble to people. |
suggest you read his space trilogy, especidly the last book That Hideous Strength. At the end, the awful monument to the
rebellion of man which has been created in England attempts to toy with the angels. Mars, Mercury and others come down
to join in the battle. Thetitle of one of the last chaptersis “ They Have Pulled Down Degp Heaven on Their Heads.”
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Thereis something out there with power attendant to it and respect deserved by it. But having said dl that, the force of the
argument of this passageis, “Don’'t pay more attention to angels than you do to Chrigt. He is superior for heisthe Son.
They are only servants.” In fact, they exist to serve us, the ect. They do the bidding of God or suffer hiswrath. If we listen
to anyone, we should listen to the Son, for he is superior in every way.

This brings us to the warning which grows from the announcement of Jesus superiority to angels, in Hebrews 2:1-4:

For thisreason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift
away from it. For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression
and disobedience received a just penalty, how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?
After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, God
also testifying with them, both by signs and wonder s and by various miracles and by gifts of the
Holy Spirit according to His own will.

Verses 4-14 of chapter 1 presented an argument to Christians based upon the quotation of Scripture and the
announcements of the Old Testament. Now the argument is being advanced by logic. What are the logical conclusonsto
what we have said?

Two points are made here. Thefirg oneisthe logical argument that if the lesser istrue certainly the greeter is supremely
true. Secondly, the writer of Hebrews reminds us that we have no excuse. We cannot say we have not heard these things,
for they were announced by the Lord and confirmed by those who heard. They have even been witnessed to by God the
Father through miracles. If the lesser istrue, the greater is true, and we cannot claim that we were not told these things.

Listen to the argument dedling with the lesser and greater. The word spoken through angels, the law of the Old Testament,
is undterable. Even Jesus confirmed this fact when he said, “not an ink stroke will pass away.” If the law is undterable and
every transggression is recompensed (even to the nation of God being banished to Babylon for its rebellion and failure, for
example), then God takes his law serioudy. If thisistrue, how much more serioudy will he take the message of his Son?
Therefore, we ought to pay attention to this message.

In this passage, we are threatened with the possibility of drifting away. The Greek word “drift” was used in ancient
literature for boats that were not properly moored to a dock. When a storm came or excessive wind blew, the boats
drifted away, were damaged or lost. We can choose to stop paying attention to Christ and let ourselves listen to other
messages. We can find our thinking drawn to something else. But eventudly, we will find oursdves going days and weeks
without prayer or thought of Chrigt as we drift further and further away. With thiswarning, we must pay even closer
attention to what we have heard lest we drift away fromit.

The other word he usesis“neglect.” He says, “How shall we escape if we neglect so great asdvation?” Thisiswhen we
treat the message asiif it does not weigh much or is not worth much. We have aroutine of neglect for the voice of God.

There are many rivasfor our thinking, and our attention. Among them isthe rivary for our attention that comes from the

unseen world of powerful figures known as angels. And there are rivals in the media and € sewhere who want usto hear
their gpeeches, trust their words, and think their thoughts.
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We must pay closer attention to the speech of God, which isin Christ. He spoke ages ago in the prophets. In these last
days, he has supremely spoken to usin his Son. We must listen and re-orient ourselves around the message of the purpose
and love of God in Christ. And we must not let oursalves drift because of the dangers involved. The dangers are very great
indeed.

| want to close with a quote from Ray Stedman’s book on Hebrews, How To Live What You Believe, consdering these
VErses:

To the Christian, the writer issaying it is not enough that we know Jesus Christ: We must use the
resour ces we have in Him. We can lose so much, even knowing Him, unless there is a day-by-day
walk with Him. We lose peace and freedom and joy and achievement. We are subjected to
temptation, frustration, bewilderment, bafflement and barrenness without Him. And if we do not go
on as Christians, if we do not grow, a serious question is raised: Have we ever really begun the
Christian life? Or is this but a self-deceptive fraud, attempted in order to meet outward standards
but without any inward change in the heart? He |eaves the question hanging in the air, haunting,
unavoidable. And that is where we shall leave it. How shall we escape if we neglect such a great
salvation? Answer that in the loneliness of your own heart.

Scripture quotations are taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE (“NASB”). © 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995, 1996 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.
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