ONCE FOR ALL
SERIES: THE SUPREMACY OF THE SON

by Steve Zeidler

The Automobile Association provides a service for its members in which they draw up an itinerary for those planning trips.
They even highlight your route on amap o that you may easily follow their directions. It’'s important to have such ahelp when
you are traveling into unfamiliar territory. And if your destination is particularly attractive, it's especidly hdpful if you can avoid
being sidetracked.

We could regard the passage we are going to look at from the book of Hebrews today in the same way. Chrigtians are
headed for aglorious spiritud destination. We will hear related in powerful terms the wonderful truth that our Sns are forgiven.
We no longer have to bear guilt for the rebellion and impurities of our lives. Our consciences have been cleansed from sin.
That is the glorious detination before us.

But we will discover as we go dong that there are quite afew sde trips we could make, and many beneficid stops we could
consder. Because of time limitations, however, we will have to pass by many of these interesting details. The essentid thrust of
the passageis so vauable it dmost demands our remaining on course, on the colored line, as it were.

Wefind that Hebrews 9:5 encourages us dong these lines, referring asit does to “things we cannot now spesk in detail:”

...and above it werethe cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we
cannot now speak in detail.

Yes, wewill find many things along the way worthy of our attention, but we will move quickly through them to arrive & our
degtination. There is nothing more necessary to vital Chrigtianity than the knowledge that you are free of sins; that your
conscience is cleansed.

It iswell known that those most heavily in debt are the very people who are the target of saes promotions. When faced with
temptation to spend and acquire, the fact that they are the ones who can least afford to spend money doesn’'t seem to matter.
The same principle holds true in our spiritud lives, we are most vulnerable to temptation when our conscience accuses us and
we are unclear on the fact that God has forgiven our sins. Those who are burdened by the past find themsalvesill a ease with
the present.

But the essentia point in the passage before us this morning is that our consciences need never accuse us again. As Christians,
we can awaken every morning absolutely certain that God accepts us and loves us. We can fight today’ s battle and run

today’ s race unencumbered by the crushing weight of sin and guilt. Despite whatever negative feedback we get from any
human quarter, this truth remains: God accepts us and loves us. We have been cleansed of al impurities.

In thisletter to the Hebrews we have seen that there are two spiritua redlities which exist sde by side, and we must choose
between them; we must live our lives based on one or the other. When this book was written, Jerusalem had not yet been
sacked by the Roman armies. Worship was carried out daily in the temple. The writer reminds us that not only was that temple
standing in Jerusdlem, but the heavenly temple aso was standing, and worship was offered daily there too. God' s people had
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to choose, therefore: would they worship primarily in externds, in things that could only be seen, or would they bring spiritua
worship to God? Would they worship according to the priesthood of Melchizedek or according to the Levitica priesthood?

Again, the passage we will look at today talks about the present time and the time of reformation. Both exist smultaneoudy.
Most importantly, the distinction is made between the new covenant and the old covenant. Each covenant isin operation at the
same time. We have a choice to make on which basis we will apped to God.

When | was astudent at Stanford, | once made an observation about the Stanford church and the house | lived in. Stanford
Churchisavery beautiful building. It possesses agreet religious history. But when | was a sudent, the church was primarily a
center for politica debate. It was ardligious building that existed mainly to talk about human enterprise. The house | lived in on
campus at that time was alittle two-bedroom structure in the College Terrace area of Pao Alto. It ought to have been torn
down years ago, but it’ s ill there today. A group of four students were permanent residents, athough there were dways
severd others to be found deeping under and on top of tables, etc. But there was probably more prayer, more expression of
love of God and more study of his Word going on in that funny little house in College Terrace than took place in Stanford
Chapd. Things are not aways what they seem to be. The building in which God receives most honor is not necessarily the one
you would expect.

We find that dichotomy throughout the book of Hebrews. There is a heavenly redity and thereis an earthly redlity; thereis
spiritua worship and there is man-made worship. The letter repeatedly urges us to choose between the two. This morning's
discussion of the cleansing of a conscience will face us with the same issue. We have along way to go on our trip, with alot of
territory to cover. Many details will, out of necessity, have to be overlooked, but I hope the centra point will become
apparent.

Now even thefirst covenant had regulations of divine worship and the earthly sanctuary. For there
was a taber nacle prepared, the outer one, in which wer e the lampstand and the table and the sacred
bread; thisiscalled the holy place. Behind the second veil there was a taber nacle which is called the
Holy of Holies, having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sideswith
gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron’srod which budded, and the tables of
the covenant; and above it were the cherubim of glory over shadowing the mercy seat; but of these
things we cannot now speak in detail. Now when these things have been so prepared, the priestsare
continually entering the outer taber nacle performing the divine wor ship, but into the second, only the
high priest entersonce a year, not without taking blood, which he offersfor himself and for the sins of
the people committed in ignorance. The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place
has not yet been disclosed while the outer tabernacleis still standing, which isa symbol for the
present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the wor shiper
perfect in conscience, since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for
the body imposed until a time of reformation.

But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good thingsto come, He entered through the
greater and mor e perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that isto say, not of this creation; and not
through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for
all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer
sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your
conscience from dead worksto servethe living God? (Hebrews 9:1-14)

Earthly worship, despite al of its mgesty and beauty, is primarily concerned with cleansng the flesh (Hebrews 9:13). It isritud
worship. It ministers to our gppearance, to our fedlings, but what it cannot do is penetrate to our hearts and cleanse them.
Earthly worship cannot give us a clear conscience.
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Thisminigtry of cleanang the flesh, | believe, can be compared with the results of psychologica counsdling. Now I’'m not
saying that psychology is ineffective. The minisiry of cleansing the flesh is not entirdly usdless. But it does not accomplish the
most necessary thing—cleansing of the conscience. Psychologists and psychiatrists can assure you that you are not the only one
ever to suffer what you are suffering, and that can be useful to know. They can stand with you and bring aword of
encouragement. They can move your neuroses around and lay your problems on other facets of your behavior rather than the
one that bothers you so much. But, in the long run, the failure of such solutionsis that hearts are not cleansed, consciences are
not quieted. We cannot be certain that we arc right before God.

What Jesus did is much more vauable. “How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eterna Spirit offered
Himsdf without blemish to Gold, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?’ How much more
effective is the minigtry of Chrigt, who once and for dl dedlt with our snd How much more vauable it isto have minigtry to
our Spirit, the inner man, than ministry merdy to the flesh!

Earlier this morning we sang with full hearts of the mgesty of God. Where did we get the temerity to do that? How can we
who have stained our lives with the rebellion into which we were born, sing the praises of God? Where do we get the courage
to sing of hismgesty? The answer is, despite our history, despite our impurities and rebellion, they are no longer counted
againg us. As Chrigtians, we have a High Priest who cleanses our conscience, making us not only legaly right, but free from
the accusations of our conscience. In the magnificent words of Roman 8:1, “ There is therefore now no condemnation....” That
announcement overreaches everything. We have One who ministers to us by cleansing our conscience.

There are some very interesting points made in this passage. Let uslook in particular at the description of the worship in the
templein Jerusdem. Aslong asit gill had standing, the temple was witness to the failure of externd religion to do what it
purported to be able to do.

The Jews believed that temple worship was the means by which they gained access to God. But the writer of Hebrews says
that very expression of worship announces precisely the opposite. It is the best testimony available to the fact that we do not
have access to God. No one was permitted to enter the Holy of Holies except one man, and he on only one day each year.
Then, he sprinkled himsdf in ritud cleanaing and went forth in fear and trembling into the presence of God-one day each year
only. Thetemple isagraphic visud ad to help us recognize that we are not acceptable to God, that we may not go into the
Holiest Place. But the grest truth of the M chizedekan priesthood, the greet truth of Christ’s sacrifice, isthat the temple
curtain was rent, and we now have accessto God at any time-every day, everyone, not just one man once each year.

All man-made rdligious enterprise is declaring over and over again its own failure and inadequacy. Think of the many Chrigtian
organizations that get bigger and bigger, with their committees, computers and satdllite dishes. If men and women were
experiencing red intimacy with God they wouldn't need the increasingly voracious and intrusive involvement of many of
today’ s high-profile organizations. Much repetitive religious patter succeeds only in pointing out how ineffectiveit is. The same
istrue of psychologica counsdling. Ever since Freud invented modern psychology it has been a tremendous growth industry.
Almogt daily we read of new schools of thought in the field of psychology as one trend supplants another. But dl of them are
declaring, in effect, that dl ministry that isaimed a deansing the flesh isinadequate. The reason such aministry grows bigger
and purportedly better isthat it just does not work.

The temple worship in Jerusalem tegtified to the inability of men and women to draw near to God. But hear the words of the
new covenant in Hebrews: “How much more will the blood of Chrigt, who through the eternd Spirit offered Himsalf without
blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” How much more magnificent isthe
ministry of Chrigt! Every moment of every day, for every man and woman who will believe, the blood of Christ grants access
to the power of the living God. What a magnificent testimony!
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Beginning with verse 15, we find that not only is Christ’s ministry more effective and more va uable than that of the ministry of
the old economy, it is also much more certain; it is absolutely and irrevocably certain.

For thisreason He isthe mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death hastaken place for the
redemption of the transgressions that were committed under thefirst covenant, those who have been
called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. (Hebrews 9:15)

The issue before us now spesks of an inheritance, one that is unchangeable, eternd. At this point the Greek word diatheke,
which has up to now been used to speak of a covenant, an agreement, is here used in adightly different sense. The word can
aso mean will, or testament, referring to the document that is used when one is gpportioning his money and goods. It isin that
sense that the word is being used now.

For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it. For a covenant
isvalid only when men are dead, for it isnever in force while the one who made it lives. Therefore
even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood. For when every commandment had been
spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves and the
goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people,
saying, “THISISTHE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU.” And in
the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood. And
according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of
blood thereis no forgiveness. (Hebrews 9:16-22)

All this reference to blood may strike us as odd and archaic. But it isimportant to understand the central point of this passage
s0 that we may know why the reference to blood is so significant.

The provisons of awill are not executed until the one who made the will is dead. The rdatives of wedthy individuds are often
portrayed as living in uncertainty, tearful that their rich aunt or uncle may change his mind on the terms of hiswill. And that may
happen; aslong as an individud remains dive heisfree a any time to change the terms of hiswill. My father, whoisa CPA, is
frequently called upon to work in the area of estate planning and related matters. He has told me some horror stories about the
infighting he has seen occur among the heirs of certain individuals who feer their ederly father or aunt or whoever will remarry
and dispose of their wedth some other way. Aslong as atestator remains dive there is dways the chance he will change his
mind, no matter how adamant his promises. But once he or she has died, the facts arc irrevocable. The inheritance becomes
certan.

That isthe ideawhich the writer of Hebrews is putting forth here. Jesus not only promised life as an inheritance, his degth hed
the effect of sedling his promise, making it irrevocable. His death cast his promise in cement. Death makes everything
irrevocable-t is usdessto try and offer an gpology to someone who is dead. Y ou cannot go hack and make things right.
Degth shuts the door. Everything that was in place at the desth will remain. Here in these verses we have testimony thet the
inheritance which we are promised is ours now because the death of Christ guarantees that it cannot he changed.

The end of Hebrews 9 contrasts the repetitions of earthly worship with the findity, the once and for dl, irrevocable promise of
God. Worship that was offered year after year after year was merdly declaring its inadequacy year after year after year. That
uncertainty, that possibility of changeis directly contrasted with the ministry of Christ who died once and for dl.

And inasmuch asit is appointed for men to die once and after this comesjudgment, so Christ also,
having been offered onceto bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without
referenceto sin, to those who eagerly await Him. (Hebrews 9:27, 28)
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When Chrig returns, he will not bring up the issue of our Sns. He will return again for sdvation, for ajoyful reunion, for the
purpose of establishing righteousness. He will not bring up our past. He will not discuss our failures. He will not make any
reference to our Sins, our inadequacy, our impurity. He will not bring them up because he has aready dedt with them. God is
not interested in our Sins. Everything that remainsin our pagt is done away with by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for us.

Verses 1-18 of chapter 10 et forth areated point, which is smply this: we need to choose between anew and old covenant.
Aslong as the earthly tent has standing, as long as we think some activity or effort on our part will take away guilt, then we are
rgecting Chrigt. Thisis an dl-or-nothing propostion.

We cannot hope to be cleansed by Christ and have our consciences ministered to if at the same time we are hoping that
human religion, which can only cleanse the flesh, will meet our heart’ s needs.

Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins; but He, having offered one sacrifice for sinsfor all time, SAT DOWN AT THE
RIGHT HAND OF GOD, waiting from that timeonward UNTIL HISENEMIES BE MADE A
FOOTSTOOL FOR HISFEET. For by one offering He has perfected for all timethose who are
sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifiesto us; for after saying, “THISISTHE COVENANT
THAT | WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYSTHE LORD: | WILL PUT MY
LAWSUPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND | WILL WRITE THEM,” Hethen says,
“AND THEIR SINSAND THEIR LAWLESSDEEDS| WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.” Now
wherethereisforgiveness of these things, thereisno longer any offering for sin. (Hebrews 10:11-18)

The point of this passageis, if we areredly forgiven, if we have been cleansed of our impurities, then there is nothing we can
do to add to it; we can make no further offering for sin. Have you ever wanted to pray but felt unable to do so because of
guilt? When | fed that way, | think that if | could be “good” for awhile, change my habits and clean up my act, then | could
sneak into the presence of God with my prayers. | fed so burdened by what | have done, and so responsible for my actions, |
imagine | may not go into the presence of God until | do something—until 1 make some offering for an that will dlow me
access. When we do that we deny the message of this chapter. Christ died once and for dl. Thereis nothing we can do that
will add to that. If we chooseto try we are denying him.

Tonight begins the Jewish celebration of Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Even though no temple sacrifice is possible
now, Jews view this day asthe holiest of the year. Y €, thisyear’s Day of Atonement. However sncerdly worship is offered,
must testify to the inadequacy of last year’ s gpped for forgiveness. Only the blood of Christ can render us guiltless, and every
other offer to cleanse a conscience must be rejected.

Almogt dally we must dedl with failure, with comparisons in which we come up second best, with negative feedback and
evidence of our inadequacies. But if we are Chrigtians, we never come under such judgment from the Lord God. He will never
display our failuresto us. Chrigt has paid for our Sns once and for al. We are st free of the weight of them. Scripture says, “If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to deanse us from al unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9).
Confession of sin does not produce forgiveness. Forgivenessis given beforehand. Confession is the announcement; that we
have given up our efforts to make ourselves acceptable. And it is when we stop trying to do it oursalves that the glorious
ministry of forgiveness becomes ours.

Jesus sad, “The one who is forgiven much loves much” (cf Luke 7:47). Do you have a problem with lovelessness? Do you

wish you were more able to he giving and loving and be a blessing to others? It is when we know the depth of our own
forgiveness that we can love much. Jesus tied together our ahility to forgive the Sns of others to our reception of forgivenessin
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the Lord's prayer. It iswhen we become increasingly certain of our own forgiveness that we can be freed from resentment and
the ingbility to forgive.

Some years ago a popular recording was made of the gospel song, O, Happy Day. | wondered at the time if it was the upbesat
music and the sound that attracted people, or whether the song was popular even among non-Christians becaus e it spoke of
something that everyone needs so desperately: “O, happy day, the day that Jesus washed my sinsaway.” One day, onetime,
once and for all, Jesus Christ accomplished what we need for forgiveness. We need never, ever be concerned for our Snsas
we enter the presence of God.

We must run the race. We must fight the battles. We must overcome temptation. We have an adventure before us-to render
sarvice to God and that is made possible by the cleansing of our conscience, it saysin Hebrews 9. But we run the race without
any weight on our backs. We do not have to fight, carrying with us the burden of a guilty past. Thet is gone forever. Every day
of our lives we awaken with the knowledge that we are sons and daughters, intimates of God. Thereis nothing standing in the
way of our relationship with him. We can face every day debt-free, cleansed from the sins of the padt.

Scripture quotations are taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE (“NASB”). © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968,
1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995, 1996 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

Catalog No. 4012
Hebrews 9:1-10:18
9th Message

Steve Zeider
October 12, 1986

Back to Index page

Copyright © 1996 Discovery Publishing, aminigtry of Peninsula Bible Church This datafile is the sole property of Discovery
Publishing, aminigtry of Peninsula Bible Church. It may be copied only in its entirety for circulation fredy without charge. Al
copies of this data file must contain the above copyright notice. This data file may not be copied in part, edited, revised,
copied for resde or incorporated in any commercia publications, recordings, broadcasts, performances, displays or other
products offered for sale, without the prior written permission of Discovery Publishing. Requests for permission should be
made in writing and addressed to: Discovery Publishing, 3505 Middlefield Rd. Palo Alto, CA. 94306-3695.

Once For All, Hebrews 9:1—10:18, Catalog No. 4012 - page 6



