Remar kable Discovery! Sexual Sin Destroys L ifel
Series. Proverbs, Seven Messages

by Steve Zeider

A couple of years ago, the movie 'Fata Attraction' caused agtir across the nation. | did not see the movie,
but I remember much of the discussion about it. It told the story of a man who attempted to have a sexud
fling that he thought would be over in aweekend. It turned into a nightmare as his partner in adultery
determined to pursue and destroy him.

We have comein our series of sudiesin Proverbsto a story of fatd attraction, if you will, in chapter 7.
Thisis not R-rated; the details are not given in any way that's graphic. But the story isthe same. It'san
account a father will tell his son. It'simportant for the son being taught by his father, and for us reading

the Scriptures provided by our heavenly Father, to hear this painful story and then to learn its lesson, to be
warned by it. Proverbs 7:6 iswhere it begins:

For at thewindow of my house | looked out through my lattice, And | saw among the naive, | discerned among
theyouths,

A young man lacking sense, Passing through the street near her corner; And hetakestheway to her house,
In thetwilight, in the evening, I n the middle of the night and in the darkness. And behold, awoman comesto
meet him,

Dressed asa harlot and cunning of heart.

Sheisboisterousand rebellious; Her feet do not remain at home; Sheisnow in the streets, now in the squares,
And lurksby every corner.

So she seizes him and kisses him, And with a brazen face shesaysto him: " | wasdueto offer peace offerings;
Today | have paid my vows." Thereforel have come out to meet you,

To seek your presence earnestly, and | havefound you.

"1 have spread my couch with coverings, With colored linens of Egypt.

" | have sprinkled my bed With myrrh, aloesand cinnamon.

" Come, let usdrink our fill of loveuntil morning; L et usdelight our selveswith car esses.
" For theman isnot at home, He has gone on a long jour ney; He hastaken a bag of money with him,
At full moon hewill come home.

" With her many persuasions she enticeshim; With her flattering lips she seduces him.
Suddenly hefollows her, Asan ox goesto the slaughter,

Or asonein fettersto thediscipline of afool, Until an arrow piercesthrough hisliver;
Asabird hastensto the snare, So he does not know that it will cost him hislife.
Now therefore, my sons, listen to me, And pay attention to the words of my mouth.

Do not let your heart turn asideto her ways, Do not stray into her paths.

For many arethevictims she has cast down, And numerousareall her dain.

Her houseisthe way to Sheol, Descending to the chamber s of death.

The story is one that the father could see played out on the streets in front of him as he sat in his home by
awindow. Theré's latticework of some kind outside the window. The home has a bit of a barricade around
it, if you will. It'saplace of warmth, we can imagine, on the ingde. Father and son are spesking, ad the
story unfolds.

The Fool

There are two charactersin the sory. Thefirst one we're introduced to is a naive youth. He is hanging
around with agroup of his contemporaries, some gang of equaly naive youths. The setting suggests that



heismaosily influenced in hislife by those like himsdlf rather than by those who have attained maturity.

Y ou may remember the story of Solomon's son Rehoboam, who chose to rebel againgt the Lord and
againg al that was right when the kingdom became his own, because he listened not to the advice of the
older, wiser heads but to that of the young Turks who surrounded him.

The best thing we can give to young people in our livesis certainty that no matter whether anybody ese
dotes on them or not, they are the deeply cared for child of their heavenly Father.

One of thethings | pay most attention to as afather to my children is knowing who their companions are,
having some sense of what things their peers are suggesting to them, praying that they choose good
friends, and doing everything | can to steer them away from those who aren't a hedlthy influence. Beyond
that, | try to provide wise guidance mysdlf asther father, and | urge them to have relationships with other
people who are older and wiser and who love the Lord, so they won't hear just from their contemporaries.

The young man now beginsto walk away from the crowd of companions, and therés a bit of aimlessness
about hiswak, isn't there? He's passing through streets, not going any particular place that he's aware of .
Hisvery drift inlife, his hazy focus on things, leads him into a Stuation where the danger increases. His
feet take him where he ought not go. The ominous observationsin Prov.7:9 bring a sense of dramato the
gory. "In the twilight, in the evening, in the middle of the night and in the darkness.” Twilight becomes
midnight; haf-light turnsto no light. The young man has come further into the darkness in a place where
he is going to face an adversary he is no match for, and he doesn't redizeit.

If you've been in acagno, you'l recognize the same kind of phenomenon in the environment they build
for gamblers, especidly compulsve gamblers. There are never windowsin acasino. Theinterior lights
never change. Attempts are made to deliberately hide from the individua any observetion thet it is
growing darker outside, or that his circumstances are getting worse. There are never clocksin acasino
that might cause you to notice what's happening to you. Every effort is made to muffle any warning about
what is coming.

And this young man doesn't see what's happening to him, ether. This morning Craig Duncan read the
powerful find paragraph of 1 Corinthians 6. It'sfilled with acal of warning by the gpostle Paul to wake
up, be aert, see what's happening! Three times the phrase, "Do you not know," isused. 1 Cor.6:15: "Do
you not know that your bodies are members of Chrigt?* 1Cor:6:16: "Do you not know that the one who
joins himsdlf to aharlot is one body with her?' 1 Cor.6:19: "Do you not know that your body is atemple
of the Holy Spirit who isin you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have
been bought with aprice..." Y et this young man has no warning going off in hismind. Thereisno

wistdom that has been indtilled in his heart that might call out to him. It goes from twilight to midnight; it's
getting darker, and he will soon be overtaken.

The Seducer

The second person in the drama is the seducer, awoman who is the precise opposite of the young man.
Wheresas he is described as naive, in Prov.7:10 she is described as cunning. She knows exactly what she's
doing. Sheisfocused like a heat- seeking missile on atarget that she has every intention of using for her
own purposes. She is going where she intends to go for reasons that she is well aware of. She has made
preparation in her home; her bed, the couch for caresses, the perfume, the coverings from Egypt have all
been made ready long before she encounters the young man. Whereas the young man wanders through the
streets, she lurks purposely at every corner. She has a strategy.

The heart of her Srategy isto communicate to the naive soul in her clutches, "You are specid, you are



unique! Y ou are wonderful, desirablel™ Everything she says leads him to believe that her intense interest
in him is based on some remarkable qudity of hisown. It flatters him. Later well hear the father warn his
son not to let the adulteress flatter him with her words. It is this flattery and desire she expressesfor him,
phony and deceitful asit may be, thisintense interest that she shows in him, that snares him.

And sheimmediatdy grabs him and kisses him. It'sthefirgt thing she does when she sees him, asif he
were S0 irresstible, so physicaly desirable that she had no choice. Sheis swept away by the physica
meagnificence of our young fool! In Prov.7:15 she makes the point directly: "Therefore | have come out to
meet you, to seek your presence earnestly, and | have found you (O magnificent one)!" That's heady stuff
for ayoung man. All of uswant to be wanted. We all long to be desirable, to be sought out, gpproved of,
affirmed, and longed for.

The Seduction

Now, she has anumber of other things to say that surround that central message of his desirability to her.
Oneis, "It'sfedtiva time, party time! It turns out that | was just in the templefunny coincidence that we
should meet on just such an occasionand | paid my peace offering.” The prescription in Leviticusis,
having done that, to take the mest that's left over, bring it home, and share it in afestive aimosphere. So
she says, "'l was just throwing this party asit turns out, and then | found you, O ddight of my eyes"" So
she's created an environment in which what can they do but party? That's the prescription for the evening.

She makes some other points that are very important, too. She begins to alude to the caresses, the
drinking ther fill of love, the anointed bed, the coverings from Egypt. Sheis physcdly very seductive;

the promises of erotic delight are drawn powerfully by her. And lagtly she says, "Well get away with itwe
can't possibly get caught. My husband's gone on along journey. He took alot of money. He won't be back
until the full moon. So we have this extraordinary opportunity, and you're an incredibly attractive man! It
turns out everything isin place. What else can we do but to give into such an opportunity?"

Sheis brazen, confident. She dresses seductively, we're told here. She dresses like a harlot, in the most
eye-catching and seductive way that she can. The young man who doesn't know any better is
overwhelmed by the offer.

When | was young, our family moved fairly often. When | finished eementary school, we moved to
another town, and | entered junior high. | finished junior high, and then we moved again and | began high
school. After two years, we moved to yet another town, and | finished high school there. So during the
period when | was going through adolescence, becoming interested in girls and gaining socid skills, we
kept changing environments. I'd end up in a new school, make new friends, try to join asocid group, and
hope to be both attractive and attracted to someone, and then weld move again. By thetime | was ajunior
in high school | had many more questions than answers about the whole area of mae-femde

relationships. But | did play footbal, and enjoyed success as an ahlete in the new school | entered in the
fdl of my junior year.

Now, therewas agirl in that high school who, | later redized, had become sexudly active at an early age.
She had learned by the time she was seventeen to confidently use her sexudity, the way she dressed, the
way she talked, to get what she wanted in life. | was new to the school, a varsity footbal player, and she
decided to add meto her callection, and my relative naivete made me vulnerable. She knew exactly what
she was doing. She used a combination of physica attractiveness, confidence, party atmospheres cleverly
arranged, and other subtleties. It was very enticing. | think the only thing that kept me from making some
very bad choicesthen isthat | had become a Chrigtian six months earlier. The Spirit of God himself
warned me, or protected me from dangers | was unaware of. But | remember it dl very clearly. | can



recal settings we werein, feding the pull of sexud temptation very powerfully.
An Ox to Saughter

The young man in our sory is dedling with something more dangerous than a teenage temptress. This
woman is not a contemporary of his. Sheis older, married, hardened, somebody who knows exactly what
sheisdoing. Heis no match for thiswoman in any sense. The word that sands out in dl of the story is
"suddenly” (Prov.7:22). The persuasions, the suggestions, the opportunity add up; al of it comes together,
and suddenly he decides to go with heras an ox goes to the daughter. Now she has power over him.
Whether her god is money, socia standing, or something dse, having achieved ownership she can use
him for her own ends, discard him at whatever point she choosesto, and do it again to someone ese. He's
filled with a sense of his own desirability and imagines a sexua fantasyland. Hes like an ox being led to
the daughter.

Now there are a number of lessons that we ought to draw from this story. Thefirst isthe lesson thet the
father teaches at the end. Sitting in the house now, they're looking out the window together, watching
what's going on. He says, "Recognize what happens at the end of the story. Don't just be taken in by the
offer a the beginning.” It isthe dlear and abiding wisdom of Proverbs that you have got to know where
the road is going to lead before you can decide whether a course is right or wrong for you.

A Wise Father

Another observation we can make isto contrast the two adults in the story, the father and the woman. If
you were to dramatize this story, you'd have the father Stting in his home behind a window with some

kind of latticework acrossit. He islooking out into the street and sees some distance away the young man,
who walks farther away, down another street, and into a house. He cantt redlly have heard the words of
the seductress. Now stop and consider: How does the father know what the woman said? Well, he knows
what she said because he's lived long enough to have been there himself. The father knows what the world
is like because he's amature man. He's had to live in the real world, and he's encountered redl seductive
opportunities and dedt with them himself. He knows the pull of them, the desire. Heisin hishomewith a
grown son and he's awise and righteous man. But heis dso the beneficiary of God's grace, which both
protects and cleanses usin the midst of asinful world.

He should be directly contrasted with the woman in the story. Like the father, she too is savvy; she knows
what the world is like. But their sexudity has turned into something different for each of them. The father
has used his capacity for intimacy to make amarriage, to have children, to build ahome. Hislove for his
wife, aswe saw in Proverbs 5, has been carefully cultivated. The possibilities of sexud attraction have led
to redl love, red intimacy, redl growth, and red joy.

The woman, aso born with a capacity for atraction and intimacy, has become hardened by the choices
she's made. Maybe she was victimized once. Maybe she naively listened to an offer and somebody used
her. And a hardening process began. Instead of appedling to God's mercy for renewd, she chose to
become more and more hardened. Therésno lovein her life, no love for her husband, no love for her
victims, no reationship that lasts. Sexudity has become a wegpon, a source of power for the destruction
of other people, and ultimately of hersdf aswell.

Wisdom (Chrigt) isaliving person who draws donggde us as our companion, affirms us, and strengthens
us.

We don't frequently encounter someone who's ddliberately aggressively seductive like this. There are



many adults who aren't conscioudy trying to use one another, but fed the pull of sexud attraction.
Adolescents usudly experience these fedings fird in amutudly confusng way. Mogt often we aren't in
exactly the setting depicted in this story. But we are dways making choices in these areas of our life that
are @ther going to be life-producing or hardening, one or the other. We are inclining ourselves more and
more either to be like the father in the story or to be like the woman.

Now let me make another point just in passing. Seducers are both mae and femde. Those who are
seduced are both male and femde. This story is one a father is teaching his son, so he's talking about a
dangerous woman. But obvioudy, in red life, men can be manipulative, hardened, hurtful, users of
women just as easly as women can be of men.

A Secure Foundation

The most important lesson of dl, in my opinion, is to recognize that the young boy was vulnerable
precisely because he wasn't sure that he was attractive. The vulnerability that she played on most
powerfully was his uncertainty about his own vaue or self-worth, his not having some clear serse that he
knew who he was, that he could value himsdf, and ultimately that he was certain that God loved him. The
clearest antidote to thiskind of strategy isto be able to say, "It doesn't matter to me whether you think I'm
the mogt specia thing on earth or not, because ultimately | derive my sense of vaue or worth from the
Lord." The offer of the seducer loses much of its power if an individua has a degp and abiding sense of
God's seadfast love. The best thing we can give to young people in our livesis certainty that no matter
whether anybody € se dotes on them or not, they are the deeply cared for child of their heavenly Father.
And his companionship never ends; his gpprova can't be taken away. These certainties strengthen us
agang the pull of temptation.

Findly, let me note that naivete returnsin life; it isn't just a period you go through once. You are naive
about these matters when you are a young person first discovering your sexudity. But a some point in
your life, when, for example, your children have grown, your career has plateaued, and it's not clear that
you're ever going to go any farther than you've gone, when you fed yoursdf on the downside of the hill
instead of the upside, you encounter new vulnerabilities. Just because we've learned how to handle what
Paul cdls "youthful lusts' doesn't mean we're reedy for the time when we fed older and unéttractive.
Someone who flatters usin that setting may powerfully test defenses we once thought were secure.

Let'sread thefirst verses of Proverbs 7. We skipped them before we read the story of the fatd attraction:

My son, keep my words, And treasure my commandmentswithin you.
Keep my commandmentsand live, And my teaching asthe apple of your eye.
Bind them on your fingers, Writethem on thetablet of your heart.
Say towisdom, " You aremy sister,” And call understanding your intimate friend;
That they may keep you from an adulteress, From the foreigner who flatter swith her words.

Notice what the father is saying to his son. The best way to be defended dl your life, beginning now, isto
have a companion, to have this sder, thisintimate friend, wisdom drawn as a human figure. Recdl the
words of 1 Corinthians 1:30: "By his doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from
God..." Wisdom (Christ) isaliving person who draws alongside us as our companion, affirms us, and
srengthens us.

Furthermore, the father is suggesting that it is the eyes and the hands of the young man that particularly
need to have wisdom applied to them for this kind of problem. He focuses on vision (“apple of the eye")
and the hands ("your fingers') because those are the "gates' through which sexua temptation primarily



advances itsdlf. Jesus made the same point in the Sermon on the Mount. If your eye makes you sumble,
pluck it out; if your hand makes you sumble, cut it off (not literaly, obvioudy). (Matthew 5:29-30.) But
ded ruthlesdy with the information gained from what you see and what you touch if you would be well-
defended against sexud dn.

This father knows what the real world islike. Heis not just teaching his son pious platitudes; heis avare
that these dangers exist in the world. There isno way you can protect your children forever from having
to go out into aworld like this. He knows what the brazen woman is like, but he also knows what the
aternatives are, and he's given his son wisdom, direction, choices, and strength to face what's out there.

These are words that will continue to apply to us as we grow older, because we keep entering new stages
in which we are unsure of oursdves, in which we have new vulnerabilities. Y et the same answers

continue to hold true. It isthe presence of our loving Lord himsdf, Wisdom who is a person, who can be
known and cared about, that is our firm defense,
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