THE JEALOUSY & GENEROSITY OF LOVING CARE

SERIES: THE IMPORTANCE OF MODELS

By Doug Goins

Servant-hood was something the gpostle Paul was passionate about. In chapter 6 of 2 Corinthians, Paul talks about both
his message and his identity in serving the Lord. We can include ourselves as well in what Paul writes, “ And working
together with Him [the “Him” hereisthe Lord Jesus Chrit], we aso urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain”

(6:1). Paul then expresses his heart of concern that he would be found “giving no cause for offense in anything, in order thet
the ministry be not discredited, but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God,...” (6:3,4a8). His message is the
grace of God. Heis secure in his identity and the only title Paul cares about is* servant of God.”

How do you respond when your ministry to people is seen as offensve? How do you convince people who mistrust your
commitment to them that you really love them; and how do you respond to people who don't think you are doing avery
good job in spiritud leadership? | have been in those painful circumstances both persondly and professondly through the
years, and | can remember feding hurt, angry, defensive, confused, and even embarrassed by the confrontetion. In 2
Corinthians, chapters 10-13, Paul finds himsdlf in smilar circumstances. He has to explain his rdaionships to people in the
Corinthian church, defending his ministry of eghteen months among them. Paul was congtantly plagued in every church he
served with people who disagreed with him. He would often ignore them or occasiondly mention a name of someonein
opposition. However, in this case, Paul is convinced that things are very seriousin Corinth. The church isin danger of
changing its fundamenta beliefs and core values asiit is being seduced by people he cdls “fase gpostles’ who are very
good at what they do. It isthis fear that motivates him to produce credentids that his opponents cannot match.

We see the passion and intensity of the gpostl€' s heart as he expresses his concern for the Corinthian church in 2
Corinthians 11:1-15. There are two key versesin the first haf of this chapter. Firs, in verse 2: “For | am jedlousfor you
with agodly jedousy....” That isthe jedousy of loving care. Second, in verse 11, Paul answers his question: “Why am |
not willing to accept support from you? Why? Because | do not love you? God knows | do love you!”

Verses 1-15 of chapter 11 can be divided into three sections. Versus 1-4 focus on aright kind of jealousy, the only kind of
jealousy that those who have responsibility for spiritual care over others can express. Verses 5-12 highlight the issue of
generosity, the selflessness of love in spiritua leadership. Then in verses 13-15, Paul strips away the mask and exposes

both phony jealousy and phony love which are very destructive. In verse 13 he says, “For such men are false gpostles.”
Thisiswho heis going to discussin this entire section.

Theright kind of jealousy

Beginning with verses 1-4, let’s congder the right kind of jedousy for spiritud care:
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| wish that you would bear with mein alittle foolishness; but indeed you are bearing with me.
For | am jealousfor you with a godly jealousy; for | betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ
| might present you asa purevirgin. But | am afraid, lest asthe ser pent deceived Eve by his
craftiness, your minds should beled astray from the smplicity and purity of devotion to Chrigt.
For if one comesand preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a
different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted,
you bear this beautifully [that is, you just accept and embrace it and are not the least bit discerning].

Paul usesthe word “jedous’ twicein verse 2. It means “ an intense concern for another person’ s reputation or honor.” This
kind of jedlousy is other-centered rather than salf-centered. In the Old Testament, God says that heis ajealous God. Heis
jedlousfor the reputation of his own people and concerned about their reputation among the other nations around them.
God'sjedousy is not controlling, possessive, or dominating. It neither imposes itsdlf, nor usurps the rights of others, and it
doesn't demand it's own way. Godly jealousy is passonate about the ultimate good of the other person. It focuses on their
honor and character.

Paul compares himsdf to afather who isjedoudy protecting his children from danger. There is an emotiond outflow from
this father’ s heart because he cares deeply about these people who are his spiritud family. The Corinthians were born again
into God' s forever family through Paul’s ministry. In 1 Corinthians 4:15, Paul wrote that he became their father in Jesus
Chrig, and in 1 Corinthians 9:1, he says that they are hiswork in the Lord. Thisis one of Paul’s strongest claims to spiritua
authority with these people: none of his detractors could claim to be spiritud fathers to the people in Corinth.

Paul, like the father of the bride, has betrothed them to Jesus Christ, and as ajedous father, he is neither possessive nor
controlling but he longs for them to remain pure and chaste, wholeheartedly committed to their husband, Jesus Chrigt. In
verse 3 he sees athrest to that. A seductive influence at work in the church istrying to draw her away from her love for
Jesus. Eugene Peterson’s The Message cdlsit the” ...ample purity of your love for Chrigt” (11:3b). Like Satan seduced
Eve with craftiness and deceit in the Garden of Eden, there are other voicesin Corinth, the “fase gpostles’ he later
identifies, who are trying to lure the people away from their wholeheartedness toward Jesus.

Paul is clear about this from the beginning of his Corinthian correspondence when he reminds them about what they were
cdled into, “God is fathful, through whom you were cdled into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1
Corinthians 1:9). Thisis the core of being committed Chrigtians. Daily companionship with the Lord Jesus and that persona
intimacy which goes both directions. We are not in this love relationship with Jesus only to take; we are committed to
serving him, loving him, and surrendering to him.

Ray Stedman, in his book Power Out of Weakness, asks these important questions:

Do you believe that Christ isyours all day long? Do you reckon upon that, think about that, live out
of that relationship, out of that sense of the expectation of his presence? We often say, and rightly
so, that Christianity is not a creed, it isa relationship; it isliving with a Person. That is the
simplicity that isin Christ. The danger we constantly face, even in a church where the Word of God
istaught, is that we become involved in things about Christ and fail to live in a relationship with
Christ. (1)
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We can be so involved in the Bible and church and minigtry activity—d| the things about Christ—that we can be
drawn away from rdationship with Chrigt. That iswhy Paul is S0 jedous for his Corinthian sons and daughtersin
the faith to maintain amplicity and purity of devotion to Chrigt.

When | wasin college | remember hearing this story about Carl Barth, the great German theologian. In the early 1900's,
God usad Barth's commentary on Romans dmost single-handedly to bresk the control of classic European liberdism on
Christian orthodoxy. Barth was lecturing at the University of Chicago in the 1950' s when areporter queried him, “What is
the most important, most profound religious truth you have ever heerd?’ Barth thought for amoment and then replied,
“Jesus loves me this | know, for the Bible tellsme s0.” That isthe smplicity and purity of devotion to Chrigt and that isthe
main thing to be concerned abouit.

Paul was concerned about the Corinthian church because they were willing to accept rivals who presented a different
message, a more complicated message. The outsiders who had come into the fellowship represented the danger of a
different Jesus. These men stood in contrast in dmost every respect to Paul’ s life and ministry message. What they meant
by “Jesus” “Holy Spirit,” and “gospel” was radically opposite to what Paul lived and taught. Nothing would do for Paul but
to cal it adifferent message.

If you pull severd of Paul’s comments about his opponents from these four chapters and the opening chapters of the letter
together, a profile emerges. The fase apostles were Paedtinian Jaws (11:22) who came to Corinth carrying letters of
reference from the church in Jerusdlem (3:1). They offered an impressive array of credentias, which turn out to be
experientia, such as miracles, visons, revelations, and ecdtatic experience (12:12, 12:1). They advocated a super
spiritudity which was strange and mysterious and they swayed the congregation with polished oratory (10:10, 11:16).
Because they claimed to be apostles, they demondtrated an outward show of charismatic giftsin an attempt to be like the
origina apostles, doing the miraculous (12:12).

In 2 Corinthians 5:12, Paul identifies the false gpostles as, “....those who take pride in appearance, and not in the heart,”
expressing showy, religious spectacle, but not spiritua redlity. They focused on three things: Jesus as awonder worker; the
extraordinary or Sgn gifts of the Spirit; and, powerful rhetoric and great communication. That may very well be the different
Jesus, Holy Spirit, and gospd Paul talks of in verse 4. If so, it isn't that much different from the signs and wonders
movement today or a new phenomenon of the last few years cdled “The New Apostolic Movement” where men go
around proclaiming great things for churches or areas or specific individuals as to how they should order their lives.
Proclaiming gpostolic authority eclipses the heart of the gospd which isthe smplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

| have afriend | have known since college who was involved here at PBC for anumber of years. He and hiswife |ft the
church and moved into an arena of new apogtolic authority, putting great confidence in prophetic words of knowledge and
wisdom. My friend has been involved in large hegling crusades as well as the Toronto blessing and the Brownsville reviva.
| have talked with him consistently through the years and he findly told me the PBC was smpligtic and that | wouldn’t
understand the new level of spiritual experience he had entered into. In the last ten years, however, this man has been
unable to find a church that isright for hisfamily. | love thisfamily, but | am afraid for them because they are deceived,
chasing after things that are drawing them away from what is, a the core, most important.

The selflessness of love
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The next section, beginning in verse 5, focuses on the generosity of loving care, the sdflessness of love in spiritud
leadership. Paul apped s to the Corinthian Chrigtians in essence saying, “Don’'t choose religious style over spiritud
substance.” Look at verses 5 and 6,

For | consder mysdlf not in the least inferior to the most eminent apostles[your Bible may say
“super gpodtles’]. But even if | am unskilled in speech, yet | am not so in knowledge; in fact, in
every way we have madethisevident to you in all things.

Thetitle“eminent” or “super” gpostles could be the exaggerated self- definition the intruders into the life of Corinth gave
themsdves, or perhgpsit was atitle the Corinthian Christians gave them, “Hey, these are super gpostles” Like many of us
today, the Corinthians got caught up in the outward form and gppearance of things. Paul concentrated on preaching Christ
and him crucified, preaching from persona conviction about the Christ whom he knew persondly. He focused attention on
what he was saying, preventing his listeners from being distracted from the significant, Biblical content.

| reed aredly sweet sory in William Barclay’ s commentary on this section of Scripture. He tells about adinner party in
nineteenth century England where the host had asked everyone to come prepared to give arecitation or reading after the
med. A famous London stage actor, with dl his training and experience, stood up and € oquently recited the twenty-third
psam. When hefinished he sat down to thunderous applause. Unfortunately the next person, who was not a professond
nor avery good speaker, had aso chosen the twenty-third psalm. As he started out, with very little polish, there were some
snickers at the table. Barclay writes that by the time the man finished, a gtillness had fallen around the table thet was far
more profound than any gpplause. As the man sat down, the actor said to him, “I know the psalm but you know the
shepherd.”

Thelast verse of the hymn How Deep the Father’ s Love for Usby Stuart Townend reflects Paul’ s confidence in his own
minigry,

I will not boast in any thing,

No gifts, no pow'r, no wisdom;

But | will boast in Jesus Christ,

His death and resurrection.

Why should | gain from His reward?

| cannot give an answer .

But this| know with all my heart:

His wounds have paid my ransom. (2)

When you are looking at leaders, don't choose style over substance.

Beginning in verse 7, Paul responds to the Corinthian’s accusation that he didn’t love them enough to accept financid
support from them. Note Paul’ s sacrificid generogty in leadership, contrasting pure motives in ministry with the impure
motives of exploitetion:

Or did I commit a sin in humbling mysdlf that you might be exalted, because | preached the
gospel of God to you without charge? | robbed other churches, taking wages from them to serve
you; and when | was present with you and wasin need, | was not a burden to anyone; for when
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the brethren came from Macedonia, they fully supplied my need, and in everything | kept myself
from being a burden to you, and will continueto do so. Asthetruth of Christ isin me, this
boasting of minewill not be stopped in theregions of Achaia. Why? Because | do not love you?
God knows | do! But what | am doing, | will continueto do, that I may cut off opportunity from
those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just aswe arein the matter about which they are
boasting (verses 7-12).

Paul, viewing himsdlf as a parent to these people, had lived sacrificidly in Corinth working as atent maker for eighteen
months. He admits that he received gifts from other churches while he was doing church planting in Corinth, but there was
no cost to the Corinthian Chrigians for Paul’s ministry to them. The exatation Paul refersto in verse 7 is their coming to
Jesus, being lifted out of deeth and sin into eternd life. As aservant of God, Paul had the right to accept financid support,
but he deliberately gave up that right in Corinth so no one could accuse him of using the gospe to make money.
Additionaly, as an immature church, Corinth had issues with money and power o Paul refused their money because it had
strings attached. Giving for them was about showing off or having control over Paul’s gpostolic ministry. They didn't give
out of gratitude to God as a pure act of worship.

Theirony hereisthat Paul had preached the true gospd to them fregly, but now the fal se teachers were preaching afase
gospd and robbing the church. In verses 10-12, Paul stresses how different he is from them because he refuses to teke
support. He wants to undercut the antagonists' arguments. If they could manipulate him into taking support, they could say,
“Wedl get pad for doing the work of ministry!” In contrast to Paul’ s generous heart, the fal se apostles were salf-sarving

and greedy.

Kely Lawson and | experienced an example of generosity and sacrificid lifestyle on our recent visit to Mexico City. We
spent afew days with Jame Guerrero, FLAG: spelling [7] our old friend from PBC who established a prison ministry there.
| was with Jaime in the beginning when he was building aband of volunteersto serve in one prison. Ten years later, God's
abundant blessing is evident: eighteen staff members are shepherding and leading minitries in prisons throughout eighteen
Mexican dates. Jameisin awe of God's generosity toward them and said their budget is up to one million dollars ayear. |
drove Jame's car from Mexico City to his home where Kdly and I had dinner with his family and him. We saw the
samplicity and frugdity of hislifestyle. Jame wants to pour every penny into the ministry because heis sold out to what
Jesusisdoing in the lives of prisonerd

Destructive jealousy and phony love exposed

In these last three verses, 13- 15, Paul strips away the fagade behind which the fase teachers hide and findly names them
for what they are. The love they are showing is phony, and the jealousy is controlling and powerful. Look a how he
describes them,

For such men arefalse apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.
And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself asan ange of light. Thereforeit isnot
surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall
be according to their deeds.
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Phony apostles and dishonest workers pretending to love these people; they are masquerading as apostles of Christ and
teaching atractive lies. Paul is concerned but he is not surprised by their popularity because he knows the source. Their
father, Satan himsdlf, the one who deceived Eve in the garden, is the archenemy of Jesus and everything Paul is committed
toin hislife and minigtry. Satan does it by disguise which means “to change in fashion or gppearance with the purpose to
deceive someone.” Satan and his followers dways try to gppear good and trustworthy.

Every generation hasto ded with its own fase gposties who come to the historic church with their own version of super
Chrigtianity. The true gospel of God's grace, love, forgiveness, and freedom, ministered in humility can be subtly replaced
with afase gospd of fear, suspicion, and guilt, with people ending up in a bondage to control and conformity. Under that
different gospdl, people are not valued, or loved, or ministered to for Jesus' sake. They are manipulated to meet the ego
needs of the leader.

Thereisasense of reief in that final note in verse 15. The fase apostles won't get away with the exploitation, “...whose
end shall be according to their deeds” They will fdl victim to their own lies and perish without Jesus, which is a frightening
and tragic prospect. They have done Satan’ swork and will sharein hisfate of eterna destruction.

In God' s timing, this passage of Scripture comes on Servant Sunday when we consider the cal to ministry and to give
oursalves away for Jesus sake. Asyou consider minisiry opportunities, not just here or in the community but in the future,
how do you discern the true gospel from false gospels and differentiate servants of God from servants of Satan? Let me
give you specific suggestions as you learn to separate the authentic from the artificid. Examine what leadership believes
before you get involved.

Do they proclaim the deity of Jesus Chrigt as the eternd second member of the Trinity?

Do they offer salvation as afree gift of God purchased at the cross by Christ and available without any additiona
merit or works or effort?

Is salvation based soldly on Chrigt’s desth and bodily resurrection?

Is persond intimacy with Jesus the highest value?

In terms of generosity, sdflessness, and sacrificid living, examine the private lives of the leeders.

Are the leaders spiritualy accountable?

Do they have servant hearts?

Are they free from sexua or mora impurity?

Are they Chrigt-controlled rather than ego-driven?

Arethey free from greed?

Arethey free from financid irresponsibility or impropriety?

Like Paul, are they willing to answer hard questions openly and honestly?

The author of Hebrews calls us to this same thoughtful evauation of Chrigtian leadership before we submit to their influence
and authority, “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their
conduct, imitate their faith” (Hebrews 13:7). Only then does the writer add, “Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for
they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account...” (13:17). Spiritual leadership is accountable to God.
In the right ministry setting, you can enjoy tremendous freedom in gving yoursdf away as a servant of God. Whatever Paull

The Jealousy & Generosity of Loving Care; 2 Cor. 11:1-15; #4652 — page 6



knew about godly leadership, he learned from what Jesus modeled and taught. Our Lord Jesus himsdf has said, “...Fredy
you have received, fredy give’ (Matthew 10:8).

Scripture quotations are taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE (“NASB”). © 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995, 1996 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. Where indicated,
Scriptureis dso taken from The Message. Copyright © by Eugene H. Peterson, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000. Used by
permission of NavPress Publishing Group.

NOTES:

1. Ray C. Stedman, Expository Studiesin 2 Corinthians, Power out of Weakness. Copyright © 1982 by Ray C.
Stedman, Discovery Books are published by Word Books, Publisher, in cooperation with Discovery Foundation, Pao
Alto, Cdifornia. P. 189.

2. Words and music: Stuart Townend O 1995 Kingsway's Thankyou Music/Administered in North America by EMI
Chrigtian Music Publishing ARR.UBP.ICS. CCLI| #44292.

Catalog No. 4652

2 Corinthians 11:1-15
23rd Message

Doug Goins

June 3, 2001

Back to Index Page

Copyright © 2000 Discovery Publishing, aminigtry of Peninsula Bible Church This datafileis the sole property of
Discovery Publishing, aministry of Peninsula Bible Church. It may be copied only in its entirety for circulaion fredy without
charge. All copies of this data file must contain the above copyright notice. This data file may not be copied in part, edited,
revised, copied for resale or incorporated in any commercia publications, recordings, broadcasts, performances, displays
or other products offered for sale, without the written permission of Discovery Publishing. Requests for permission should
be made in writing and addressed to Discovery Publishing, 3505 Middlefield Rd. Palo Alto, CA. 94306-3695.

The Jealousy & Generosity of Loving Care; 2 Cor. 11:1-15; #4652 — page 7



