For the Week of October 23, 2005

“A Fragrance”   2 Corinthians 2:14-16
Series Overview - the big picture:

Identity theft is a much discussed modern phenomenon. Proving that we are who we claim to be in business transactions, airport security lines, credit applications, etc. is increasingly problematic. But the deeper questions of identity – being honest about ourselves – is the oldest struggle. Adam and Eve’s first response in disobedience was to cover themselves. Fake ID’s are nothing new.
There are a series of metaphors used in the early chapters of Second Corinthians that call for authentic faith. Those who live in the Spirit renounce manipulation, cover-ups and self-promotion; they choose truth before safety. PBC has its deepest theological roots in these texts and we will do well to return to them. Paul uses a series of images to help us understand the distinction between the living presence of Christ and man-made religion. We will reflect on a different word picture each week as we consider the apostle’s instruction in the first five chapters of Second Corinthians.
The following questions are designed to help you fully engage with the sermon which will be presented on October 23, 2005.

1.  Consider the pattern of your walk with the Lord. How do you think and act when your circumstances are good? Is your heart toward God substantially different when life is hard?

2. A fragrance can have a powerful effect even though it is elusive and can’t be seen. This imagery is used in 2Corinthians 2:14-15 to speak of spiritual influence. Do you believe that the Holy Spirit is working in and through you when you can’t measure the effect?

3. “Thanks be to God  . . . always . . . everywhere.” Gratitude that apprehends the presence of God in painful and chaotic circumstances is the essence of faith.  Spend some time honoring God for the great truths of the gospel

4. “We speak in Christ in the sight of God.” The Lord of heaven and earth pays attention to what we say and how we live. How should that effect the choices we make?

