For the Week of October 30, 2005

“A Letter”   2 Corinthians 2:16b-3:6
Series Overview - the big picture:

Identity theft is a much discussed modern phenomenon. Proving that we are who we claim to be in business transactions, airport security lines, credit applications, etc. is increasingly problematic. But the deeper questions of identity – being honest about ourselves – is the oldest struggle. Adam and Eve’s first response in disobedience was to cover themselves. Fake ID’s are nothing new.
There are a series of metaphors used in the early chapters of Second Corinthians that call for authentic faith. Those who live in the Spirit renounce manipulation, cover-ups and self-promotion; they choose truth before safety. PBC has its deepest theological roots in these texts and we will do well to return to them. Paul uses a series of images to help us understand the distinction between the living presence of Christ and man-made religion. We will reflect on a different word picture each week as we consider the apostle’s instruction in the first five chapters of Second Corinthians.
The following questions are designed to help you fully engage with the sermon which will be presented on October 30, 2005.

1. In 2Corinthians 2:17 Paul observes that there are many who peddle the word of God. His ministry, by contrast, is from sincerity, commissioned and examined by God. What has been your experience of gospel “salesmanship”?


2. It is clear in the opening verses of chapter 3 that the apostle had been accused of lacking credentials for ministry. It is easy to be impressed with “letters of recommendation” and other status markers (academic degrees, memberships in prestigious societies, connections with important people, etc.). What qualifications for ministry have lasting significance?


3. Even though their relationship was difficult at times, Paul speaks of the Corinthians as having been “written on our hearts”. Are there unlikely people whom God has placed in your heart? What have you learned from such relationships?


4. Significant things can be written on documents with ink, or chiseled on tablets of stone. The most important messages of all are the letters of love written be the Holy Spirit on human hearts. What are some words of truth that have penetrated your heart?


5. In 2Corinthians 3:5 Paul acknowledges his own bankruptcy and the great sufficiency of God. Giving all credit to the Lord and taking none for oneself is a difficult proposition. How does it seem to you? 

