For the Week of November 13, 2005

“A Veil”   2 Corinthians 3:7-18
Series Overview - the big picture:

Identity theft is a much discussed modern phenomenon. Proving that we are who we claim to be in business transactions, airport security lines, credit applications, etc. is increasingly problematic. But the deeper questions of identity – being honest about ourselves – is the oldest struggle. Adam and Eve’s first response in disobedience was to cover themselves. Fake ID’s are nothing new.
There are a series of metaphors used in the early chapters of Second Corinthians that call for authentic faith. Those who live in the Spirit renounce manipulation, cover-ups and self-promotion; they choose truth before safety. PBC has its deepest theological roots in these texts and we will do well to return to them. Paul uses a series of images to help us understand the distinction between the living presence of Christ and man-made religion. We will reflect on a different word picture each week as we consider the apostle’s instruction in the first five chapters of Second Corinthians.
The following questions are designed to help you fully engage with the sermon which will be presented on November 13, 2005.

1. Consider the attraction (glory) of a rules-based religion. How do you respond when you’re faced with high expectations? How long can you sustain determination to do your best (note in 3:11 the contrast between what remains and what fades away)?

2. In these verses the metaphor of a “veil” is used in different ways. In one case veil means ‘mask’. Moses put on a veil to hide the fact that his shiny face was fading to ordinary dullness. He wanted to project an image of “spirituality” that he knew was false. Do you have experience of this?

3. Verse 17 reads, “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” In v. 12 Paul declares that hope results in boldness. What freedom do wish for? What boldness?

4. “Beholding the glory of the Lord” (v.18) leads to transformation - in a process from one degree to the next. What are some ways in which such “beholding” take place?

