For the Week of November 20, 2005

“A Jar”   2 Corinthians 4:1-15
Series Overview - the big picture:

Identity theft is a much discussed modern phenomenon. Proving that we are who we claim to be in business transactions, airport security lines, credit applications, etc. is increasingly problematic. But the deeper questions of identity – being honest about ourselves – is the oldest struggle. Adam and Eve’s first response in disobedience was to cover themselves. Fake ID’s are nothing new.
There are a series of metaphors used in the early chapters of Second Corinthians that call for authentic faith. Those who live in the Spirit renounce manipulation, cover-ups and self-promotion; they choose truth before safety. PBC has its deepest theological roots in these texts and we will do well to return to them. Paul uses a series of images to help us understand the distinction between the living presence of Christ and man-made religion. We will reflect on a different word picture each week as we consider the apostle’s instruction in the first five chapters of Second Corinthians.
The following questions are designed to help you fully engage with the sermon which will be presented on November 20, 2005.

1. In 2 Cor. 4:2 we read of a renunciation leading to an affirmation, “We have renounced the shameful things . . . by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.” Also in 4:5 there is similar negative choice before a positive one, “We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake.”  Why must lies and arrogance be rejected before anything worthwhile can be accomplished?

2. It is a good thing that you are an ordinary clay pot – instead of a precious work of art or goblet of gold. God’s power is more apparent when he uses folks like us (4:7). Do you ever have trouble believing this?

3. The argument of v.8-12 concludes that suffering not only fails to destroy us, it grants us a special nearness to Christ – his suffering and his resurrection life. Can you relate an occasion when affliction, perplexity or persecution led to a strengthening of your faith?

4. In verse 12 Paul describes struggle on the part of one believer which leads to life in another. Can you recall a time when you were the beneficiary of this process? Or when you were the one who paid a price for someone else?

