For the Week of December 4, 2005
“An Ambassador”   2 Corinthians 5:11-21
Series Overview - the big picture:

Identity theft is a much discussed modern phenomenon. Proving that we are who we claim to be in business transactions, airport security lines, credit applications, etc. is increasingly problematic. But the deeper questions of identity – being honest about ourselves – is the oldest struggle. Adam and Eve’s first response in disobedience was to cover themselves. Fake ID’s are nothing new.
There are a series of metaphors used in the early chapters of Second Corinthians that call for authentic faith. Those who live in the Spirit renounce manipulation, cover-ups and self-promotion; they choose truth before safety. PBC has its deepest theological roots in these texts and we will do well to return to them. Paul uses a series of images to help us understand the distinction between the living presence of Christ and man-made religion. We will reflect on a different word picture each week as we consider the apostle’s instruction in the first five chapters of Second Corinthians.
The following questions are designed to help you fully engage with the sermon which will be presented on December 4, 2005.
2 Corinthians 5:11-21

1. Paul is motivated both by “the fear (deep respect) of the Lord” (v.11), and “the love of Christ” (v.14) to undertake a ministry of persuading others to believe. How can we encourage each other to take God’s holiness more seriously? And to drink more deeply of his love?

2. Verse 17 declares that those who are in Christ have been created anew. This has two aspects: old failures, sins, ruts – have passed away; and a new identity is established. How can we help one another forget what has been done away with and delight in what has begun?

3. Verse 18 tells us that we are not only the beneficiaries of God’s reconciling work, but that he has also called us to a ministry of reconciliation. Consider how to tell your experience of grace in a way that can serve as an invitation to others. What are you grateful for?

4. Verse 20 names us ambassadors for Christ. To whom have you been sent (think of three people)? What is one step you can take to act on this privilege/responsibility?

