For the Week of January 8, 2006
“Romans: The Letter That Changes the World”
Today starts a series on the book of Romans. In the next 8 weeks we will cover Romans 1-4, which announces the gospel, presents the problem of human sin, and then presents God’s answer to the problem, Christ, who creates a worldwide family. The overall theme of the Romans series will be the bringing together of all people in Christ. Paul is retelling the story of the world and of Israel with Christ as the climax.
The following questions are designed to help you fully engage with the sermon which will be presented on January 8, 2006.

“The Story of the Gospel”

Romans 1:1-15
What do you observe about “the gospel” in Romans 1:3-4?

In light of the Roman gospel, which hailed Caesar as “Son of God” and  “lord,” and celebrated both the birth and enthronement of Caesar, what do you make of Paul’s emphasis on the birth and resurrection of the Son of God, Jesus Christ our Lord, in Romans 1:3-4?

The gospel of God, which declares Jesus to be Lord, overpowered the gospel of Rome. What are some of the “gospels” (i.e., something or someone that demands allegiance) in our day?

Specifically, what are some of the other gospels that impact the way you think and live?

Consider how the gospel of the Son of God confronts the gospel represented in these lines from “Invictus” by 19th Century poet William Ernest Henley:


I am the master of my fate:

I am the captain of my soul.

