For the Week of January 15, 2006
“Romans: The Letter That Changes the World”
Scott Grant is currently teaching from Romans 1-4, which announces the gospel, presents the problem of human sin, and then presents God’s answer to the problem, Christ, who creates a worldwide family. The overall theme of the Romans series will be the bringing together of all people in Christ. Paul is retelling the story of the world and of Israel with Christ as the climax.
The following questions are designed to help you fully engage with the sermon which will be presented on January 15, 2006.

“The Power of the Gospel”

Romans 1:16-17 discussion questions:

What factors may cause us to be ashamed of the gospel? 

Why is Paul not ashamed ​and why should we not be ashamed​ of the gospel?

Consider the implications of the phrase “to the Jew first and also to the Greek [Gentile]” in a contemporary church setting where there may be differences among different ethnicities and generations and between both genders.

The “gospel” is the story and announcement concerning the lordship of Jesus Christ. The “righteousness of God” refers to God’s saving activity. Consider how verse 17 (beginning with the word “for”) explains the effectiveness of the gospel.

How might we respond to this statement drawn from Romans 1:16-17: God reveals his saving activity through the gospel story and announcement?

“Faith” is an important word in these verses and all of Romans. For background on Paul’s understanding of faith, read Romans 10:9, Galatians 2:10. How might we therefore understand what Paul means by “faith”?

