For the Week of January 29, 2006
“Romans: The Letter That Changes the World”
Scott Grant is currently teaching from Romans 1-4, which announces the gospel, presents the problem of human sin, and then presents God’s answer to the problem, Christ, who creates a worldwide family. The overall theme of the Romans series will be the bringing together of all people in Christ. Paul is retelling the story of the world and of Israel with Christ as the climax.
The following questions are designed to help you fully engage with the sermon which will be presented on January 29, 2006.

“The Doctor Is Out”

Text: Romans 2

1) Paul's overall purpose in Romans 2, as in all of Romans 1:18-3:20, is to illustrate the need for the gospel. How does Romans 2 do that?

2) What does Romans 2:4-5 tell us about God?

3) Paul's particular focus in Romans 2 is the Jews, and their failure to be the light of the world, to rescue the world from sin and death. If the Jews, with all their advantages, failed to address the essential human problems, what does that tell us about human efforts to solve problems?

4) What are some inadequate human approaches to human problems?

5) Israel failed as the light of the world, but now Jesus charges the church with being the light of the world. How might the church, led by the Holy Spirit, succeed where Israel failed?

6) Consider the tension in the human heart between praise from people and praise from God, and how it may be addressed by circumcision that is "of the heart, by the Spirit" (Romans 2:29).

