For the Week of July 9, 2006

“Romans: The Letter that Changes the World”

The overall theme of the Romans series is the bringing together of all people in Christ. In Romans 1-4, Paul showed how the gospel created a worldwide family defined by faith. In Romans 5-8, he shows that we as believers have assurance of final hope. Paul plays off the Exodus motif. As Israel was liberated from Egypt and journeyed through the wilderness to the Promised Land, we are liberated from sin and journey through the wilderness of this world to the new creation. In the New Exodus, the Holy Spirit fulfills the role of the law.

The following questions were designed to help you fully engage with the sermon on July 9, 2006.

“Groaning for Glory”
Questions Romans 8:18-30: 
 
What do you observe about what Paul says concerning creation in verses 19-22?
 

How might your observations influence the way you look at life? 
 

What do you observe about what Paul says about “we ourselves” in verses 23-25?
 

How might your observations influence the way you look at life?
 

What do you observe about Paul’s description of the Spirit’s activity in verses 26-27?
 

How is the Spirit’s activity an encouragement to us?
 

If God causes all things to work together for good (verse 28), what do you think qualifies as “good”? Consider verses 28-30, particularly verse 29.
 
