For the Week of September 10, 2006
Fire from Heaven
It Ain’t Gonna Rain No More
1 Kings 16:29-17:1
Steve Zeisler introduces this series and begins to draw a portrait of Elijah-the bearer of God’s power over the clouds of heaven and the kings of earth.  He was a loner; without stature or pedigree who spoke with faithfulness and authority during a time when unrighteousness stood triumphant.
 Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. Ahab and Jezebel were replacing worship of Yahweh with worship of Baal in Israel. Baal was the god of rain and storms. Elijah’s declaration of drought challenged Baal directly. What might a contemporary challenge to idolatry look like?
2. Elijah’s story serves as a reminder to this day (for Christians and Jews) that God may at any moment alter the expected course of history by dramatic intervention. “It will not rain till I say so.” Why is it important to be sure that God still intervenes in our world – unexpectedly, miraculously, and powerfully?
3. James (James 5:17) declares that Elijah was “a man like us.” Indeed his shortcomings and frustration with the Lord are an important part of his story. Do you believe that God can use you for important purposes? 

