For the Week of September 17, 2006
Fire from Heaven

“  Daily Bread ”
Steve Zeisler

1 Kings 17:2-24

Steve Zeisler continues his series on Elijah.  In these verses we see how God provides for Elijah and uses him as His servant in caring for others.  All of the details are unattractive – aloneness, a drying wadi (dried up stream), ungainly birds, a poor widow, a dying boy.  God meets their needs one day at a time. Life never becomes easy (even death is a threat), but faith grows and God’s mercy is made evident. In the record of this scripture, the world of Ahab and his palace are of little interest. 

 Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. Elijah received miraculous provision of his basic needs during the drought (by ravens and a poor widow). Are we grateful when God gives us just enough, or do we expect abundance, status, etc.?
2. The miracle of oil and flour happened every day, enough for one day (like manna in the desert, Exodus 16:31). What lesson does this teach?
3. The widow hoped that her son would be her care-giver into the future (beyond the period of the famine). His death was a terrible challenge to her faith. What lessons did she learn?

