For the Week of September 24, 2006
Fire from Heaven

“  The Troubler of Israel ”
Steve Zeisler

1 Kings 18:1-19
Steve Zeisler continues his series on Elijah.  Two questions are raised in these verses. 1) Who is responsible for calamity, the one who earns God’s judgment or the one who declares that it has arrived? 2) Who is most to be feared, the wicked royal couple (with guards, soldiers, priests, servants, the treasury of the state) or the simple prophet who speaks for the Lord? The same questions are asked of disciples in every age.

Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. Obadiah was good man, but a compromised one. He served an unrighteous king and therefore, did good deeds in secret.  Most Christians experience this tension in their lives. Share your experiences and lessons of what you have learned in trying to live in two worlds (serve two masters?).
2. Frequently those who speak forthrightly about sin are accused of causing trouble. Can you think of a contemporary example? 
3. Obadiah was afraid of what Ahab would do to him. Elijah was not. What accounts for the difference between these two men?

