For the Week of October 8, 2006
Fire from Heaven

“  The God Who Answers By Fire ”
Steve Zeisler

1 Kings 18:20-46
Steve Zeisler continues his series on Elijah. The events described in this passage are among the most dramatic (and frightening) in the Bible. Elijah’s aloneness is important again – the odds are overwhelming. Baal is ridiculed and his priests are made impotent and are then executed. God rarely chooses to intervene with displays of raw power (though He might at any time). The challenge of v.21 remains valid before and after these events. 21 “Elijah went before the people and said, ‘How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him’. But the people said nothing.

Consider the following:

Discussion questions:

1. Why is this contest arranged to pit one prophet against hundreds?
2. Elijah’s first verbal challenge was not to Ahab, Jezebel or the prophets of Baal, but to the children of Israel who were being seduced by idolatry.  If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him." But the people said nothing. God makes himself known so we will follow him. Can you tell of a time when God’s will was plain enough, but you hesitated to respond?
3. Elijah ridicules Baal and his prophets. Is this silly name calling? If not, what purpose does it serve?
4. Baal’s prophets wail, cut themselves, rave and demonstrate for most of a day. Elijah waits till evening and utters a simple prayer that leads to fire falling from heaven to consume the offering and the altar. What do we learn from these contrasting scenes?

