For the Week of October 15, 2006
Fire from Heaven

“  I Alone Am Left ”
Steve Zeisler

1 Kings 19:1-18
Steve Zeisler continues his series on Elijah.  

Following the miraculous victory over the prophets of Baal, Elijah fell into fear and depression that made him want to die. This text is helpful in its honest description of depletion, depression, and weakness; in the wise way in which God restores his servant; and in noting the difference between visible and invisible power.
Consider the following:

Discussion questions:

1. The fire fell from heaven, the prophets of Baal were destroyed, the drought was ended, yet Jezebel was unimpressed. She saw the evidence of God’s power yet refused to humble herself before him. What might this teach us about ourselves?
2. Elijah was threatened at a time of physical exhaustion and unrealized expectations (no groundswell of faith followed his victory on Mt. Carmel). He fell into a deep depression. Do you have experience of anything similar? Note that God called for Elijah to eat and sleep before he challenged faulty beliefs.
3. Elijah blamed God (see 1 Kings 19:10, 14) because he could not see the big picture and because he expected immediate results, but he was not the only one.  Have you ever said such things to God?
4. Given the events on Mt. Carmel, why does God choose to speak to us in a still small voice rather than in wind or earthquake?
