For the Week of October 22, 2006
Fire from Heaven

“  A Chariot of Fire ”
Steve Zeisler

2 Kings 2:1-18
Steve Zeisler continues his series on Elijah.  

The story of Elijah’s trip from this life to heaven is breathtaking. We follow events through the experience of Elisha, Elijah’s disciple and the man who would assume prophetic leadership in his place. Elisha longs for his ‘father’ to remain and when that is not possible he asks for the Spirit that has made Elijah’s ministry so powerful. Elisha has the faith to see what is invisible to others (horses and chariots of fire), confirming that God’s Spirit will use him as a prophet to his generation.
Consider the following:
Discussion questions:

1. Elisha insisted on accompanying Elijah as he took his last journey, though he knew he was about to lose his ‘father’ in the faith and did not want to speak of events as they were occurring. The only way to avoid the pain of loss is to refuse love. What experience do you have of losing someone you love?
2. Elisha knew he needed the Spirit that empowered the old prophet if he was to carry on Elijah’s work. Many second generation spiritual leaders try to emulate the style and program of a leader without acknowledging the need for God’s presence. Can you relate an example of this?
3. The test for Elisha concerned whether he could see invisible realities. Faith is certainty of what we cannot see. What are your struggles with faith at this time?
4. Elisha picked up the mantle of Elijah and prayed to the God of Elijah. It takes awhile to step out from the shadow of one who disciples you. Relate any experience you have of stepping into shoes that felt too big for you at first.

