For the Week of October 29, 2006
Fire from Heaven

“  Two Women in Need ”
Steve Zeisler

2 Kings 4:1-37
Steve Zeisler continues his series on Elijah.  
In 2 Kings 3:14 Elisha speaks dismissively of the king of Israel. Yet, chapter four tells of his tender regard for two women - one who is a poor widow and one who witnesses the death of her son. The miracles of divine provision are significant, but we should not fail to see the loving attention God (through his prophet) gives to simple people when they are afraid and heartbroken.

Consider the following:
Discussion questions:

1. Elisha spoke, reluctantly, to kings and nobles while responding from the heart to the plight of ordinary people in hard life circumstances. Do you have similar priorities?
2. God provided a miracle to take care of a widow in extreme financial distress. Can you relate a story of financial provision that you know was a gift from God?
3. The childless woman of Shunem was afraid to believe that the son promised by God’s prophet would really be born to her. Do you have experience of giving up hope that God will grant you what you have asked for? What is the difference between being content with one’s circumstances and putting on a happy face to cover up disappointment?
4. When her son died, the woman of Shunem went immediately to Elisha in order to ask for God’s help. She might have despaired or wallowed in self pity. How can we help one another choose to turn to the Lord rather than be defeated by hard circumstances?

