For the Week of November 19, 2006
Fire from Heaven

“  Gehazi’s Greed ”
Steve Zeisler

2 Kings 5:15-27
Steve Zeisler continues his series on Elijah.  
Gehazi had served Elisha for some time. They and their students were always on the edge of poverty and Gehazi determined to take advantage of a golden opportunity. Naaman had freely offered expensive gifts in return for the cure of his leprosy. When Elisha refused, Gehazi sneaked away to take the gift for himself. Like Annanias and Sapphira, centuries later, he paid a heavy price for his greed and deception. 
Consider the following:
Discussion questions:
1. Naaman was cured of leprosy in the land where Yahweh was worshipped, but he could not stay there. He asked for Elisha’s help in remaining true to God in hostile circumstances. What have you learned about being faithful when surrounded by worldliness?
2. Gehazi decided that Elisha was a fool for rejecting payment from Naaman. The offer had been freely made. Naaman could afford it. Gehazi even described other prophets (not himself) for whom the gifts would be used. How does the desire for money lead to rationalizations and deception?
3. Discuss Proverbs 30:7-9

