For the Week of November 26, 2006
Fire from Heaven

“  Open His Eyes ”
Steve Zeisler

2 Kings 6:1-23
Steve Zeisler continues his series on Elijah.  
This account of a battle miracle – two men saved from an encircling troop by the greater forces of God’s army – is notable for two reasons. First, Elisha sees the invisible presence of God and is able to help the fearful young man with him by praying that he too might see. Second, enemies are treated with respect leading to peace instead of vengeance leading to further hostility.

Consider the following:
Discussion questions:

1. The king of Aram, determined to kill Elisha and his servant, had sent a military party to surround them in the city of Dothan. Elisha did not share the servant’s fear because he could see the invisible – “those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Can you relate a time when God calmed your fears before he acted to change the circumstances that seemed threatening?
2. Elisha prayed for the servant’s eyes to be opened. Think of a person you know who is struggling to trust God. Pray for their eyes to be opened.
3. The opposite of opened eyes is apparent when the enemy soldiers are struck blind. In this state of vulnerability they are led to Samaria where the king of Israel suggests executing them. Elisha arranges for them to be cared for instead of harmed. Have you seen people hostile to the cause of Christ changed because of generous treatment by believers?
4. The result of Elisha’s ministry on this day was to bring about peace between Israel and Aram. Is there a situation in which the Lord intends for you to serve as a peacemaker?

