For the Week of December 3, 2006
Advent and the Life of Jesus
Luke 1:1-4; Isaiah 9:2-7

“Seeing the Whole Story”
Danny Hall begins his series on Advent and the life of Jesus.  The story of Jesus’ birth is more that just the Christmas holiday.  It is a part of God’s unfolding plan for redemption.  In order to truly appreciate the power and wonder of the Christmas story, we have to understand it in its place in the larger story.  Christmas is so much more than making us feel good for the season.  It is a true story full of depth and power, showing us God’s greater plan of salvation.
 Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. The ministry of the Messiah brings joy and gladness.  In what ways does Jesus cause you to rejoice?

2. Like Gideon’s great victory over Midian in Judges 7, the Messiah brings complete victory.  The promises in Isaiah’s song for great joy, the breaking of the yoke of burden, and the shattering of the oppressor’s rod, all have spiritual application to Jesus’ work in our lives.  What struggles do you face that Jesus will walk you through to victory?

3. How might you describe the glory of the Messiah who reigns?

4. What are some of the names in Isaiah that describe the character of this God-promised, virgin-born Son?

