For the Week of December 10, 2006
Unto Us
Luke 1:5-25; 57-80
“The Unfolding of the Story”
Danny Hall continues his series on Advent and the life of Jesus.  In this passage Zechariah responds to the promise of a son, first with doubt, then with faith.  His journey culminates with a resounding, Spirit filled proclamation of the greatness of God’s plan for his people. His testimony is that God is and will always be faithful to His purposes.

 Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. What was special about the place where Jesus was born? (Micah 5:2)
2. Why was Bethlehem called the City of David? (1 Samuel 16:1,13)
3. David, a shepherd born in Bethlehem, later became a great warrior and ruled as king in Jerusalem.  How do these descriptions of David also picture Jesus?
4. Zechariah responds to the promise of a son, first with doubt, then with faith.  Does this ring true for aspects of your spiritual journey?  Explain.
5. Zechariah doesn’t even know Jesus when he offers up his song of praise; yet his song shows praise for Jesus, love for Jesus, and passion about Jesus.  Explain.
6. Consider God’s guiding hand in leading Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and the Magi to Bethlehem.  Reflect on the signposts that God has used in your life to lead you to Christ.

