For the Week of December 24, 2006
Advent and the Life of Jesus
Luke 2:9-14
“The Scope of the Story”
Danny Hall continues his series on Advent and the life of Jesus.  The story of Jesus’ birth is more that just the Christmas holiday.  It is a part of God’s unfolding plan for redemption. In order to truly appreciate the power and wonder of the Christmas story, we have to understand it in its place in the larger story. Christmas is so much more than making us feel good for the season. It is a true story full of depth and power, showing us God’s greater plan of salvation.
 Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. Why do you think God chose the shepherds to be the first to receive the good news?
2. After the single angel’s announcement, a whole group of angels appeared. This heavenly host proclaimed peace. Describe the difference between man’s quest for outer peace and Jesus’ offer of inner peace.
3. Why was the angel’s message good news of great joy?
4. If someone asked you to explain what the Good News is, how would you explain it in five short sentences?
5. Jesus is the Good Shepherd! What characteristics of Jesus make the picture of Him as a shepherd so suitable?
