For the Week of January 14, 2007
Unto Us
Luke 2:41-51
“The Mission Embraced”
Danny Hall continues his series on the life of Jesus.  In this passage Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the temple for the purification rites that were required by the Law.  While there, they encounter two faithful ones, Simeon and Anna who have waited their whole lives to see God’s Messiah come.  The full extent of the mission of this special child is beginning to be unveiled.  It comes with a promise and a prediction that are filled with both hope and heartache.  The story reminds us that the work of God is worth waiting for and that this child’s work will be both welcomed and opposed.  Our lives will also result in this kind of response when we follow Jesus.
 Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. In this story Jesus begins to embrace his mission.  In doing so, his obedience causes misunderstanding and concern in the lives of those he loves.  Have you ever been misunderstood as you tried to live out your faith?  
2. Have you ever held back from following the Lord because you were worried how others would react or be affected?  
3. Jesus’ parents don’t understand what Jesus is doing.  Do you think that sometimes parents are more concerned with their children fulfilling their agenda rather than God’s?  
4. Can you think of an example when you (or someone you know) has struggled with “letting go” of your plans for your children and trusting God to lead and guide them?  Why do you think this is so hard to do? 
5. Take a moment to think about what it means to follow Jesus in your life.  What are some of the costs associated with doing that? 
