For the Week of February 4, 2007
“The Greatest of All is Love”
1 Corinthians 12:31
A More Excellent Way
Steve Zeisler begins his 5 week series on “Love”.  Because 1 Corinthians 13 is so often treated as an object of beauty, without reference to its context or the content of its instruction, this message will introduce the whole and invite us to think about what we read in the ‘lovely chapter on love’.  The Corinthians were boastful and competitive – making claims of spiritual greatness, dismissive of brothers and sisters who did not “measure up”.  Love is powerful and mysterious; manifest and elusive.  It is more excellent than great gifts and great knowledge.  Love is the greatest of all things that last forever (1Cor. 13:13).  Consider the following:
Discussion questions:
1. The word ‘love’ connotes so many things that it is almost meaningless in modern usage. What does the Greek word agape mean? Why is “other-centeredness” ultimately so powerful?
2. Can you relate a time when you engaged in Christian competition - for prominence or merit badges of some kind?
3. Describe someone who has shaped your life because of their love of God and love of you.

