For the Week of March 25, 2007
“The Letter that Changes the World”
Has God Proved Himself?
Romans 9:30-10:21
Scott Grant continues his 12 week series on Romans 9-16.  The overall theme of this series is the bringing together of all people in Christ. In this passage, Paul continues telling the story of Israel, which he began in Romans 9:6. Through these verses we learn why Israel as a whole rejected the gospel and how their unbelief parallels unbelief in any culture, including ours. Why do people reject the gospel?  What can we do about it? By considering Israel’s story, we find out what we, as believers in the gospel, are up against and how we might respond. Consider the following:
Discussion questions:


 1. How does seeing this passage as Part 2 of Paul’s story of Israel (how it came to be that Israel as a whole rejected Jesus as the Messiah) influence your understanding of it?
 

2. Why do you think many people think of God as being mostly irrelevant?
 

3. What are popular conceptions of what it would look like for God to rescue the world? Consider the gospel’s answer: God has begun to rescue it through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and he will complete the rescue operation at the second coming of Christ.
 

4. Our world largely claims that God will give “good” people a pass. How does the gospel speak to this belief? (See Romans 10:3-4).
 

5. How do you react to this statement: The gospel does not exclude people who want God? On the one hand, it invites people who want him to draw near to him. On the other hand, identifies people who don’t want him.
 

6. The world has difficulty seeing Christ because of what it perceives to be Christianity. How might we, as believers, go about clearing the stage of “Christianity” so that the world can see Christ?
 
 

