For the Week of May 13, 2007
“The Letter that 
Changes the World”
Responsible Freedom
Romans 14
Scott Grant continues his 12 week series on Romans 9-16.  The overall theme of this series is bringing together all people in Christ.  This week the issues are food and holy days. Some Jews remain observant; most Gentiles are not. How do we navigate our way through preferences that may attach themselves to ethnic groups, generations, and factions? People are free to prefer what they prefer, but they must practice their preferences responsibly and with sensitivity to their brothers and sisters in Christ. The issue of musical tastes will probably surface in the sermon.

Consider the following:
Discussion questions:
1. What attitude do you think we should have toward our brothers and sisters in Christ inasmuch as  God has “accepted” them (Verses 1-4)?
 

2. The issues of food and days relate to the Jewish law. Some in the church were observant, but some were not. How does Paul address the tension in the church that surrounds these issues?
 

3. What does it mean to you, if you’re thinking of passing judgment against your brother or sister, that “each of us will give an account of himself to God”? (Verse 12)
 

4. What are some contemporary issues in the church that often overshadow the larger kingdom issues of “righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit”? (Verse 17)
 

5. How might we go about making “every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification”? (Verse 19)
 

6. Paul is not so much commanding behavior as he is cultivating an attitude. He wants the Romans to be willing to sacrifice for their brothers and sisters. Can you think of any sacrifices God may be calling you to make?
