For the Week of May 27, 2007
“The Letter that 
Changes the World”
Breaking New Ground
Romans 15:14-33
Scott Grant continues his 12 week series on Romans 9-16.  The overall theme of this series is bringing together all people in Christ.  This week’s message shows that an appreciation for the gospel should unite the church under the lordship of Christ and propel it outward in mission to the world as a sending agent.


Discussion questions
1. Paul had an “ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known” (verse 20). What ambitions can you identify in yourself?
 

2. Paul’s ambition was shaped by the scriptures, especially Isaiah (verse 21). How have your ambitions been shaped by the scriptures, or how might you let the scriptures shape your ambitions?

 
3. Paul was a Jew, but he was called to minister to the Gentiles (Acts 22:21). Is there anything in you that wants to break out of a comfortable enclave, be it ethnic, generational or vocational?
 

4. Does Paul’s story inspire you in any way to break new ground in your life?

 
5. Notice that Paul went out with a crazy and risky message but that God accompanied it with “the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the Holy Spirit” (verse 19). How does this encourage you when it comes to breaking new ground?

 
6. Paul dreamed of going to Spain, but it doesn’t appear that he ever made it there. What do you make of that?
