For the Week of July 1, 2007
“A Really Real God”
The Demand of Disappointment
Haggai 2:10-19
Having restarted the temple project, God’s people were frustrated because their obedience did not immediately result in economic prosperity. The drought and food shortage continued. God responds with an illustration to make the point that something dirty pollutes something clean, but something clean can not cleanse something dirty. In other words, their obedience does not make up for the state of their hearts. However, God concludes by promising to bless them; not because they deserve it, but because He has chosen to bless. The Israelites’ attitude points out our own tendency to demand what we want from God based on our performance instead of trusting God to bless us on His terms.
Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1. What has been the source of your greatest disappointment with God? 
2. How have you related (or chosen not to relate) to Him in the midst of it?
3. Are there ways that you think you “deserve” something from God that He isn’t giving you? What have you done to deserve it? Why do you think God has withheld it?
4. Do you believe God’s promise that He will bless you? Why or why not?
