For the Week of July 8, 2007
“A Really Real God”
Hope Where it Hurts
Haggai 2:20-23
In his final and shortest oracle, Haggai points the people forward, reminding them that God’s day of deliverance is coming. Their work on the temple is part of the story which leads forward to God’s final overthrow of hostile nations and restoration of the earth. God has specifically chosen Zerubbabel to be an instrument of his word in Haggai’s time and his contribution to the overall story will be clear in the final day. God’s choice of Zerubbabel is a reinstatement of the Davidic line of kings which ultimately finds its fulfillment in Christ. As the recipients of Christ’s rule, we can celebrate the additional elements of God’s story that have already unfolded and look forward to its finale. In the meantime, as God chose Christ, He has chosen the church to play a significant role in the story which will ultimately be honored in the final day. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1. In what situations in your life do you find yourself wishing for God’s day of final deliverance?
2. How do you understand the church as chosen by God to play a part in the story of His work in the world? 
3. What do you think the church’s role is in that story?
4. What role might God be choosing Peninsula Bible Church in Palo Alto to play in that story?
5. What role might He be choosing you for as a member of this church? 

