For the Week of July 15, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
You Have Need of Endurance
Hebrews 10:32-39
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  This message will be an introduction to the series, making note of the immediate context - the end of chapter ten.  The readers of the letter had been stalwart in difficult circumstances, but now were being tempted to give up before completing their calling. They required a strengthening of faith and the stories of chapter eleven are recalled for that purpose. Faith itself is described in Hebrews 11:1 – taking a stand based on outcomes that are yet future and current realities that cannot be seen. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1.  Can you describe a situation in which the Lord gave you hard circumstances for what seemed like too long a time? What did you learn (or are you learning) from this?
2. In New Testament terms ‘hope’ is deep confidence regarding outcomes that haven’t happened yet. What aspect of “future truth” do you find particularly encouraging?
3. Was there a time when the Lord seemed particularly close to you, though remaining unseen? Can you describe this?

