For the Week of July 22, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
We Believe in God . . .
Hebrews 11:1-3
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the Bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  Amongst the Hebrews there is a wave of atheism being proclaimed by advocates of a particular approach to evolution. They claim that nothing exists except the material world and that all questions of existence and human experience can be explained by the processes of nature. Christians need to assert the reality of God as Creator (“the worlds were framed by the word of God” Hebrews 11:3), and warn of the heartbreak ahead for those who attempt to find meaning in a merely material world. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1. Most atheists at one time believed in God. Usually they changed positions because of personal disillusionment or a desire to throw off morality rather than because of objective evidence. What does this suggest about how we 
should minister to such folk?
2. What do you consider to be the strongest argument against the existence of God? How have you answered this argument for yourself?
3. A merely material world has no basis for beauty, morality or human worth. Yet, many atheists strongly advocate for human rights, environmental protection, etc. What can we learn from this?

