For the Week of July 29, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
Drawing Near to God
Hebrews 11:4-7
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the Bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  Amongst the Hebrews there is a wave of atheism being proclaimed by advocates of a particular approach to evolution. These verses speak of the experience of “drawing near to God (v.6)” on the basis of faith that God exists and responds to those who seek him. Abel, Enoch (“did not see death”), and Noah are given as examples of such faith

Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1. Some believe in a God who exists, yet is cold and capricious. Do you ever struggle with confidence that God wants to bless those who seek him? If so, what has this struggle taught you?
2. Abel was killed because of his relationship with God. Enoch avoided death altogether. God does not treat all of us the same. What does this teach us?
3. Noah was ridiculed by everyone, for a long time. How do you deal with being a “fool for Christ”?

