For the Week of August 5, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
Trust & Obey
Hebrews 11:8-12
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the Bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  In these verses we’ll see that by faith Abraham acted in response to God’s call. By faith Sarah received a gift (v.11). Both of these experiences were testimony to greater outcomes that would happen long after Abraham and Sarah died. They experienced God’s faithfulness to His promises, but not the final fulfillment of them. 
Consider the following:
Discussion questions:
1. Abraham and Sarah had significant doubts and failures in their journey with God, yet they are held up as heroes of faith. Are you encouraged by this? Why?

2. Abraham’s family lived in the land God gave them, but only in tents, as transients and visitors. We live in a world that will one day be remade, yet now we are outsiders who speak a testimony and offer to help our neighbors. What can we learn from Abraham and Sarah?
3. There have been eras in history when Christians disengaged from the world they lived in because they were focused on eternity. How can certainty about the world to come motivate us to faithful engagement now?

