For the Week of August 12, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
The City of God
Hebrews 11:13-16
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the Bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  In these verses we’ll see the threat to faith described here as “going back”. But the faithful had seen God’s good future from a distance and refused to do so.  The choice for them involved rejecting what this world had to offer and choosing the “better country”. God honors those who honor him. Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. The Patriarchal family never received the best things they hoped for, but they saw them from a distance and lived on this vision. What would it mean for people like us to live as “strangers and exiles”?
2. Have you ever wished you could get rid of the difficult elements of the Christian faith? What would “going back” to your former life lead to?
3. The Ruler of all the universe is not ashamed to name you His child. Are you grateful and filled with joy? Why or why not?

