For the Week of August 19, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
Death is Swallowed Up in Victory
Hebrews 11:17-22
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the Bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  In these verses God has given Abraham the command to sacrifice Isaac and the events that followed are terrible and wonderful. This text in Hebrews tells us that Abraham anticipated resurrection. Each of the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) believed that death was not the end of the story. Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1.    What have you lost in this life that you fear is gone forever? How does faith face this type of fear?
2.    Jacob offered a blessing to his children, because he knew that his God ruled the future. Have you ever received a blessing like this? Have you conferred one?
3.    Joseph made plans in anticipation of his death, choosing a final burial place based on the promises God had made to the people of Israel. What does our culture teach us to think about when we anticipate the end of life?

