For the Week of September 27, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
Refusing to Act in Fear
Hebrews 11:27-31
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the Bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  In these verses the events of the Exodus required faith to counter fearsome threats. In the end slaves and a prostitute were saved while great armies and a walled city were destroyed.

Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1.    Can you describe a time when you chose to obey God in the face of the threatened “wrath of the king”?
2.    Jesus’ sacrifice for us is foreshadowed in the death of lambs and sprinkled blood – the first Passover. As you picture the plight of the slaves in Egypt, share any thoughts that might occur to you regarding our need for a savior.
3.    Rahab’s faith is noble, yet her manner of life (prior to sheltering the spies) was not. What do we learn from this?

