For the Week of October 7, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
Mighty in War
Hebrews 11:30-35a
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the Bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  In these verses words fail the author of Hebrews in considering the mighty deeds recorded in scripture. We should recall God’s awareness of our needs and limitless power to act on our behalf. He sometimes grants us saving and victorious experience now as a reminder of the eternal transformation that is to come. Consider the following:
Discussion questions:
1.    Some of the names in v.32 are less renowned (Barak and Jephthah) than others (Samuel and David). What can we learn from this list of faith heroes?
2.    Samson was supernaturally strong; others “were made strong in their weakness”. Can you relate a time when God supplied what you needed when you did not expect it?
3.    “Shutting the mouth of a lion” might include forbidding and enemy to speak harmful things about you. Do you have experience of God acting this way in your life?

