For the Week of October 21, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
The God of History
Hebrews 11:39-40
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the Bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  
This text invites us, not only to remember the lives of faithful Old Testament saints, but to join them. They are pictured as witnesses, surrounding us and cheering as we face the struggle of our time and place. The end of the race and the final reward will include all of us “receiving what was promised” together.

Consider the following:
Discussion questions:
1.    Verse 39 speaks of receiving God’s approval in this life, even though the promised outcome is not realized until the end. Can you describe the experience of being approved by the Lord and still longing for what is yet to come?
2.    Those who were faithful in previous generations are pictured as giving attention to us and cheering us on. Is this encouraging to you, humbling, or both?
3.    Is there a brother or sister in your life who would benefit from a word of encouragement from you?

