For the Week of October 28, 2007
“Learning to Live by Faith”
Fixing Our Eyes on Jesus
Hebrews 12:1-3
The eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews is one of the best loved sections of the Bible. It is a stirring call to faith, using many of the stories of the Old Testament to teach us to trust God. We do well to be reminded of our spiritual ancestors, now “a great cloud of witnesses”, urging us to live lives of faith in our twenty-first century setting.  
The greatest of all who have gone before us, of course, is Jesus. He is not only an example to aspire to, but the one who makes our faith possible; the source of power and wisdom that makes it real. We fix our eyes on him, refusing every distraction (sin that easily entangles us). We run the race to the end.

Consider the following:
Discussion questions:
1. How do we choose to fix our gaze on Jesus? This certainly includes attentiveness in prayer; listening to scripture; worship and service with other believers. 
2. Can you share your experience of giving Christ first place in your life?
3.  What forms of sin and deception most readily trip you up?
4.  Short bursts of faithful living are not difficult. “Running the race with endurance” is difficult. It is crucial in a long race to get up and start over again when there has been failure. What lessons of this sort have you learned?
