For the Week of January 6, 2008
The Way of the Lord
A Voice in the Wilderness
Mark 1:1-8
The Gospel of Mark has much to say about the way we live our lives. Mark, at the outset, writes of "the way of the Lord," which is the way of Jesus. In one sense, the way of the Lord is literal: Mark depicts Jesus' journey from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem in the south. Far more significant are why Jesus takes the journey, how he goes about it and what he accomplishes. By depicting a literal journey as the setting for the way of Jesus, Mark invites us to join Jesus on the road to Jerusalem. We learn the way of the Lord by walking with Jesus.  The Gospel of Mark, then, will inspire us, as individuals and as a church, to follow Jesus wherever he leads. Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. The Jews of Jesus day dreamed of the coming kingdom of God, which would feature the establishment of his reign. In short, they dreamed of a better world. Describe your dreams for a better world.

2. How do verses 2-3 impact you?

3. John called the Jews of his day to repent and confess their sins, which included making a break with the status quo. Do you sense in any way that you may need to make a break with the status quo ​with personal, familiar or cultural definitions of life?

4. John places repentance in the context of hope for something better (the one who is coming will baptize them with the Holy Spirit). How do you think Jesus and the Holy Spirit offer you something better than the comfort of the status quo?
5. The people of Judea and Jerusalem left places of security to listen to John in the wilderness. How do you think we may need to disconnect from our world and go to the wilderness, to some place in our lives where we can connect with truth?
