For the Week of January 20, 2008
The Way of the Lord
A Voice by the Sea
Mark 1:16-20
The Gospel of Mark has much to say about the way we live our lives. Mark, at the outset, writes of "the way of the Lord," which is the way of Jesus. Mark depicts Jesus' journey from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem in the south. By depicting a literal journey as the setting for the way of Jesus, Mark invites us to join Jesus on the road to Jerusalem. We learn the way of the Lord by walking with Jesus.  The Gospel of Mark, then, will inspire us, as individuals and as a church, to follow Jesus wherever he leads. Consider the following:

Discussion questions:
1. Following Jesus takes precedence over family (James and John left their father), career (Simon and Andrew left their nets), and money (James and John left a well-to-do family with hired servants). How do you think attitudes you have been exposed to about family, career, and money have influenced you in either a good or a bad way vis-à-vis following Jesus? If you have been negatively influenced, what steps might you take to follow Jesus more closely?

2. Notice that Jesus is not calling the first disciples (or us) to something that enriches one’s relationship with God but leaves the world unchanged. He wants us to participate in his mission to the world. What is your reaction to this?

3. Notice that Jesus doesn’t tell us to become fishers of men; he tells us to follow him and that he will make us fishers of men. How do you react to this?

4. How might you follow Jesus so that he might shape you for his mission to the world?

5. If you are a follower of Jesus, how have you had to abandon your vision for your life and submit to Jesus’ vision for your life?

6. What about Jesus attracted you to him in the first place? What continues to attract you to him?
