For the Week of February 3, 2008
The Way of the Lord
The Human Touch
Mark 1:35-45
The Gospel of Mark has much to say about the way we live our lives. Mark, at the outset, writes of "the way of the Lord," which is the way of Jesus. Mark depicts Jesus' journey from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem in the south. By depicting a literal journey as the setting for the way of Jesus, Mark invites us to join Jesus on the road to Jerusalem. We learn the way of the Lord by walking with Jesus.  The Gospel of Mark, then, will inspire us, as individuals and as a church, to follow Jesus wherever he leads. Consider the following:

Discussion questions: 
1. Jesus, sometimes against our wishes, leads us without paying attention to public opinion polls, campaign managers or popularity. Does this encourage you and/or discourage you, and why?

 
2. Jesus went to a secluded place to meet with the Father and emerged with renewed focus that enabled him to resist pull of popularity. How do you, or how might you, make space in your life to meet with the Lord so that you can follow him instead of public opinion or the expectations of those around you?
 

3. The leprous man lived in isolation because of his illness. Do you live with any sense of isolation because of relational challenges, fear of being known or some other reason?

 
4. Notice that Jesus, out of compassion, risks his mission, opening himself up to the possibility of unwanted publicity, in order to heal the leprous man. Notice also that he heals the man the way he needs to be healed: by speaking to him and touching him (human interaction). Envision Jesus acting out of compassion to heal you the way you need to be healed, perhaps by speaking to you and touching you. What does this picture do for you?
 

5. Today, Jesus often heals us of isolationism through his people. How might you take steps to connect with his people that you might be healed?
 
