For the Week of February 10, 2008
The Way of the Lord
A Story of Forgiveness
Mark 2:1-12
The Gospel of Mark has much to say about the way we live our lives. Mark, at the outset, writes of "the way of the Lord," which is the way of Jesus. Mark depicts Jesus' journey from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem in the south. By depicting a literal journey as the setting for the way of Jesus, Mark invites us to join Jesus on the road to Jerusalem. We learn the way of the Lord by walking with Jesus.  The Gospel of Mark, then, will inspire us, as individuals and as a church, to follow Jesus wherever he leads. Consider the following:

Discussion questions: 
 
1. Four men tear a hole in a roof and interrupt Jesus’ sermon, and he notes their “faith.” What does this tell us about faith?
 

2. The four men broke through barriers, one of them literal, in order to bring their friend into the healing presence of Jesus. What are some barriers today between people and Jesus, and how might we go about breaking through them to bring our friends into the healing presence of Jesus?

 
3. The apparent problem in this story is paralysis. The problem beneath the problem is sin, which is rejection of​ and alienation from​ God. How does Jesus go to the heart of the problem in this story, and how do you sense him going (or not going) to the heart of the problem in your life (Mark 2:5)?

 
4. The teachers of the law (scribes) take umbrage because Jesus usurps the role of the temple, the place where God forgives sins. What are some of the ways, outside of Jesus, that we and our world deal with sin?


5. Jesus enables the paralytic to get up and walk. How do you sense Jesus, based on his forgiveness of you, enabling you to get up and walk, so to speak? (Note that “walk” is a New Testament metaphor for the spiritual life​ Romans 6:3-4, Ephesians 4:1).

 
6. The presence of the teachers of the law, who accuse Jesus of blasphemy, remind us that forgiveness is costly. The charge of blasphemy eventually sent Jesus to the cross (Mark 14:16). How does the cost of forgiveness influence you?
