For the Week of February 17, 2008
The Way of the Lord
Join the Party
Mark 2:13-22
The Gospel of Mark has much to say about the way we live our lives. Mark, at the outset, writes of "the way of the Lord," which is the way of Jesus. Mark depicts Jesus' journey from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem in the south. By depicting a literal journey as the setting for the way of Jesus, Mark invites us to join Jesus on the road to Jerusalem. We learn the way of the Lord by walking with Jesus.  The Gospel of Mark, then, will inspire us, as individuals and as a church, to follow Jesus wherever he leads. Consider the following:

Discussion questions: 

1. Jesus likens the kingdom of God to a party in these passages. How does the image of a party affect you, and how might we go about celebrating the presence of Jesus?

2. As a tax collector who worked for the Romans, Levi would have been an outcast among fellow Jews, yet Jesus reaches out to him. Note also that Jesus steps into Levi’s world and parties with his people. How might we, as followers of Jesus, go about reaching out to outcasts and stepping into their world?

3. Note that Jesus calls tax collectors and sinners by sharing a meal with them. How have you connected with people over meals?

4. The New Testament encourages us to focus on Jesus and assumes that joy will result. How have you seen​ or not seen ​the connection between Jesus and joy in your own life?

5. The joy that comes from knowing Jesus may explode some of our categories, just as new wine would burst old wineskins. If you are a follower of Jesus, how has he exploded some of your categories?

