For the Week of March 30, 2008
Fair as the Moon, Bright as the Sun
The Superlative Song
Song of Solomon 1:1

This message is an introduction to the series. There are two big ideas in the first verse. 1) We are going to encounter lovemaking in a song: not in a gutter, a clinic, a joke, or a book of rules. The metaphors are beautiful, subtle, and evocative. 2) The connection to Solomon means we should expect wisdom regarding a life lived to the fullest, but also hope for those who have failed.

Consider the following:

Discussion Questions:

1. Our culture has lost its way regarding human sexuality, yet those with knowledge of God’s purpose for sexual intimacy are often regarded as negative and fearful. Why is this? How can we be a source of hope for the hurting? 
2. Philippians 4:8 says, “Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things.” Speak a word of testimony – in these terms – about love between a husband and wife, your own experience, or a relationship you have admired. 
3. The woman at the well (John 4) discovered two important things: that Jesus knew her (broken) history and that he offered her “a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” How can our church be more like Jesus, combining honesty with hope for positive change? 

