For the Week of April 6, 2008
Fair as the Moon, Bright as the Sun
Your Love is Better than Wine
Song of Solomon 1:2 – 2:7
The first section of the Song presents us with themes that will recur throughout. The union of married lovers is desired and anticipated, yet the power of desire also leads to a warning. The tension of self doubt is raised and resolved. Deeply felt acceptance leads to shared passion.

Consider the following:

Discussion Questions

1. The bride expresses strong desire to make love with her husband and is praised for this. She also proclaims a warning against stirring up passion in the wrong setting. It can be difficult to affirm both ‘yes’ and ‘no’ to passion (depending on the setting). What have you learned from considering these things?
2. In Song of Songs 1:5 – 2:7 there is and extended conversation in these terms: Bride – “I feel unattractive.”  Groom – “You could not be more beautiful to me.” Lust comes and goes quickly. Honorable passion is related to the quality of communication in a relationship. Again, what have you learned from considering these things?

3. Love is intoxicating and challenges our notions of rationally determined control of our lives. Worship is the same. Do you welcome experiences of God’s presence that are overwhelming and defy explanation? If not, why not?

