For the Week of May 4, 2008
Fair as the Moon, Bright as the Sun
The Radiant Bride
Song of Solomon 6:4 – 7:9
In this song we can trace the bride’s journey from self doubt to confidence (“as awesome as an army with banners”). Her husband’s words and actions communicate his love and delight in her. She is made strong by seeing herself as he sees her, and gains the freedom to give herself to him. Consider the following:

Discussion Questions

1. The groom’s praise of his wife’s beauty in 6:4-10 is less sensual than on previous occasions. His emphasis is on her personal authority and inner strength. He clearly loves being married to a confident woman. There are countless sources of advice calling on women to “seize your rightful place in the world.” Where does lasting inner strength come from? How can a man encourage a woman in this regard?
2. On the other hand, 7:1-10 is very sensual. It’s also comfortable – ending with a description of the lovers falling asleep together (NASB). Some will argue that companionship and sexual desirability cannot co-exist. How would you address this objection? How can couples grow as both companions and lovers?
3. In 7:10 the bride says “his desire is for me.” The word “desire” that she uses in not common in the Old Testament and is used first in Genesis 3:16 describing the consequences of sin. In Genesis, the woman’s “desire” for her husband is a prediction of heartache. In Song of Songs, the groom has come to “desire” her and they find blessing together. Tell a story of God at work in a marriage – where the effects of sin were reversed and blessing replaced heartache.

